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The Worldwide History Of Dress
The universal act of dressing—shared by both men
and women, young and old, rich and poor, minority
and majority—has shaped human interactions,
communicated hopes and fears about the future, and
embodied what it means to be Somali. Heather
Marie Akou mines politics and history in this rich and
compelling study of Somali material culture. Akou
explores the evolution of Somali folk dress, the role
of the Somali government in imposing styles of
dress, competing forms of Islamic dress, and
changes in Somali fashion in the U.S. With the
collapse of the Somali state, Somalis continue a
connection with their homeland and community
through what they wear every day.
This unique book, by a man who has chosen to
"dress plain," describes the history and use of hats,
bonnets, dresses, overcoats, and other articles of
clothing used by the various religious groups who
wear plain garb. This is the first comprehensive book
about why more than 150,000 persons in North
America wear plain clothes for religious reasons.
Who are the various people who dress plain? Where
do they live? Why do they do it? Where did the plain
pattern come from? Don't they ever change?
Answers to some common objects to plain dress!
Will plain dress survive? Authoritative, yet gentle in
tone, this book will be of interest to many readers.
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Tracing the evolution of fashion-from the early
draped fabrics of ancient times to the catwalk
couture of today, Fashion: The Definitive History of
Costume and Style is a stunningly illustrated guide to
more than three thousand years of shifting trends
and innovative developments in the world of clothing.
With a wealth of breathtaking spreads-from ancient
Egyptian dress to Space Age Fashion and Grungeand information on icons like Marie Antoinette, Clara
Bow, Jacqueline Kennedy, and Alexander McQueen,
Fashion will captivate anyone interested in stylewhether it's the fashion-mad teen in Tokyo, the
wannabe designer in college, or the fashionista
intrigued by the violent origins of the stiletto and the
birth of bling.
"With lavish color images and commentary on the
key features of every major dress style across five
centuries, How to Read a Dress is the ultimate guide
to how fashions change and the ideal tool for
identifying historical styles"-CostumeWorldwide combines the studies of two
classic 19th-century illustrators, Auguste Racinet
and Friedrich Hottenroth, alongside an illuminating
modern text. Their works are presented first by
chronology and then by subject, so that illustrators,
historians and students alike can choose to follow
the path of fashion through the centuries, or study in
detail the contrasting styles of individual clothing and
accessories.With an authoritative narrative from a
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leading expert in the history of costume,
extraordinary contemporary quotes that reveal the
impact in its day, detailed annotation and an
extensive glossary, the book provides a magnificent
study of the rich vocabulary of clothes through the
ages.
A revelatory exploration of fashion through the ages
that asks what our clothing reveals about ourselves
and our society. Dress codes are as old as clothing
itself. For centuries, clothing has been a wearable
status symbol; fashion, a weapon in struggles for
social change; and dress codes, a way to maintain
political control. Merchants who dressed like princes
and butchers’ wives wearing gem-encrusted crowns
were public enemies in medieval societies structured
by social hierarchy and defined by spectacle. In
Tudor England, silk, velvet, and fur were reserved for
the nobility and ballooning pants called “trunk hose”
could be considered a menace to good order. The
Renaissance era Florentine patriarch Cosimo de
Medici captured the power of fashion and dress
codes when he remarked, “One can make a
gentleman from two yards of red cloth.” Dress codes
evolved along with the social and political ideals of
the day, but they always reflected struggles for
power and status. In the 1700s, South Carolina’s
“Negro Act” made it illegal for Black people to dress
“above their condition.” In the 1920s, the bobbed
hair and form-fitting dresses worn by free-spirited
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flappers were banned in workplaces throughout the
United States and in the 1940s the baggy zoot suits
favored by Black and Latino men caused riots in
cities from coast to coast. Even in today’s more
informal world, dress codes still determine what we
wear, when we wear it—and what our clothing means.
People lose their jobs for wearing braided hair, long
fingernails, large earrings, beards, and tattoos or
refusing to wear a suit and tie or make-up and high
heels. In some cities, wearing sagging pants is a
crime. And even when there are no written rules,
implicit dress codes still influence opportunities and
social mobility. Silicon Valley CEOs wear t-shirts and
flip flops, setting the tone for an entire industry:
women wearing fashionable dresses or high heels
face ridicule in the tech world and some venture
capitalists refuse to invest in any company run by
someone wearing a suit. In Dress Codes, law
professor and cultural critic Richard Thompson Ford
presents an insightful and entertaining history of the
laws of fashion from the middle ages to the present
day, a walk down history’s red carpet to uncover
and examine the canons, mores, and customs of
clothing—rules that we often take for granted. After
reading Dress Codes, you’ll never think of fashion
as superficial again—and getting dressed will never
be the same.
A history of the women who taught Americans how
to dress in the first half of the 20th century—and
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whose lessons we’d do well to remember today.
Since its first publication in 1987 as The History of
Beads, this book has become the worlds definitive
guide for bead lovers, collectors and scholars.
Beautifully packaged with a new cover, this volume
now available in paperback is a must-have for
devotees of the first edition and for the next
generation of bead obsessives and aficionados.
Dressing Global Bodies addresses the complex
politics of dress and fashion from a global
perspective spanning four centuries, tying the early
global to more contemporary times, to reveal
clothing practice as a key cultural phenomenon and
mechanism of defining one’s identity. This collection
of essays explores how garments reflect the
hierarchies of value, collective and personal
inclinations, religious norms and conversions.
Apparel is now recognized for its seminal role in
global, colonial and post-colonial engagements and
for its role in personal and collective expression.
Patterns of exchange and commerce are discussed
by contributing authors to analyse powerful and
diverse colonial and postcolonial practices. This
volume rejects assumptions surrounding a
purportedly all-powerful Western metropolitan
fashion system and instead aims to emphasize how
diverse populations seized agency through the
fashioning of dress. Dressing Global Bodies
contributes to a growing scholarship considering
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gender and race, place and politics through the close
critical analysis of dress and fashion; it is an
indispensable volume for students of history and
especially those interested in fashion, textiles,
material culture and the body across a wide time
frame.
The clothes worn by our ancestors afford an
unparalleled insight into lifestyles that have
disappeared forever. Choice of dress has always
been governed by a series of influences – social and
economic, artistic and technical – and, of course, the
vagaries of individual taste. Jane Ashelford has used
the National Trust’s stunning costume and textile
collections as well as its historic house portraits,
family correspondence, diaries and household
papers to produce a fascinating account of the
history of dress over the past four centuries
The Dress Detective is the first practical guide to
analyzing fashion objects, clearly demonstrating how
their close analysis can enhance and enrich
interdisciplinary research. This accessible book
provides readers with the tools to uncover the hidden
stories in garments, setting out a carefully developed
research methodology specific to dress, and
providing easy-to-use checklists that guide the
reader through the process. Beautifully illustrated,
the book contains seven case studies of fashionable
Western garments – ranging from an 1820s coat to a
2004 Kenzo jacket – that articulate the
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methodological framework for the process, illustrate
the use of the checklists, and show how evidence
from the garment itself can be used to corroborate
theories of dress or fashion. This book outlines a
skillset that has, until now, typically been passed on
informally. Written in plain language, it will give any
budding fashion historian, curator, or researcher the
knowledge and confidence to analyze the material in
front of them effectively.
Fashion History: A Global View proposes a new
perspective on fashion history. Arguing that fashion
has occurred in cultures beyond the West throughout
history, this groundbreaking book explores the
geographic places and historical spaces that have
been largely neglected by contemporary fashion
studies, bringing them together for the first time.
Reversing the dominant narrative that privileges
Western Europe in the history of dress, Welters and
Lillethun adopt a cross-cultural approach to explore
a vast array of cultures around the globe. They
explore key issues affecting fashion systems,
ranging from innovation, production and
consumption to identity formation and the effects of
colonization. Case studies include the cross-cultural
trade of silk textiles in Central Asia, the indigenous
dress of the Americas and of Hawai'i, the cosmetics
of the Tang Dynasty in China, and stylistic innovation
in sub-Saharan Africa. Examining the new lessons
that can be deciphered from archaeological findings
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and theoretical advancements, the book shows that
fashion history should be understood as a global
phenomenon, originating well before and beyond the
fourteenth century European court, which is
continually, and erroneously, cited as fashion's
birthplace. Providing a fresh framework for fashion
history scholarship, Fashion History: A Global View
will inspire inclusive dress narratives for students
and scholars of fashion, anthropology, and cultural
studies.
'Establishing Dress History' will appeal not only to
students and academics bt all those those with an
interest in the history of dress and fashion. The title
fuses together two areas of current academic
interest, dress design and history, and current
museum studies approaches.
This two-volume set presents information and
images of the varied clothing and textiles of cultures
around the world, allowing readers to better
appreciate the richness and diversity of human
culture and history. • Contributions from over 50
experts in their field • Dozens of photographs • A
bibliographic listing of further reading and references
with each section
Accompanies BBC TV series of same title, first
broadcast in November 1989.
In this wide-ranging study of costume history
contributors explore fashion, textiles, and the
representation of clothing in the middle ages. Essays
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combine the perspectives of archaeology, art history,
economics, religion, costume history, material
culture, and literary criticism and explore materials
from England, France, the Low Countries,
Scandinavia, Germany, Italy, and Ireland. The
collection focuses on multiple aspects of textiles and
dress - their making, meaning, and representation and explores the impact of international trade and
other forms of cultural exchange.
From insidious murder weapons to blaze-igniting
crinolines, clothing has been the cause of death, disease
and madness throughout history, by accident and
design. Clothing is designed to protect, shield and
comfort us, yet lurking amongst seemingly innocuous
garments we find hats laced with mercury, frocks laden
with arsenic and literally 'drop-dead gorgeous' gowns.
Fabulously gory and gruesome, Fashion Victims takes
the reader on a fascinating journey through the lethal
history of women's, men's and children's dress, in myth
and reality. Drawing upon surviving fashion objects and
numerous visual and textual sources, encompassing
louse-ridden military uniforms, accounts of the fiery
deaths of Oscar Wilde's half-sisters and dancer Isadora
Duncan's accidental strangulation by entangled scarf;
the book explores how garments have tormented those
who made and wore them, and harmed animals and the
environment in the process. Vividly chronicling evidence
from Greek mythology to the present day, Matthews
David puts everyday apparel under the microscope and
unpicks the dark side of fashion. Fashion Victims is
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lavishly illustrated with over 125 images and is a
remarkable resource for everyone from scholars and
students to fashion enthusiasts.
This ten-volume 'Berg Encyclopedia of World Dress and
Fashion' explores the dressed and adorned body across
cultures and throughout history. Illustrated with over
2,000 images, it is essential for all students, scholars and
practitioners of fashion and textiles.
Spurred by an increasingly international and competitive
market, the Renaissance saw the development of many
new fabrics and the use of highly prized ingredients
imported from the New World. In response to a thirst for
the new, fashion's pace of change accelerated, the
production of garments provided employment for an
increasingly significant proportion of the working
population, and entrepreneurial artisans began to
transform even the most functional garments into
fashionable ones. Anxieties concerning vanity and the
power of clothing to mask identities heightened fears of
fashion's corrupting influence, and heralded the great
age of sumptuary legislation intended to police status
and gender through dress. Drawing on sources from
surviving garments to artworks to moralising pamphlets,
this richly illustrated volume presents essays on textiles,
production and distribution, the body, belief, gender and
sexuality, status, ethnicity, and visual and literary
representations to illustrate the diversity and cultural
significance of dress and fashion in the period.
This stunningly comprehensive survey of hats and
headgear from ancient Egypt to mid-20th century
illustrates an astonishing range of styles — plumed
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turbans to modern homburgs, plus images of hairstyles,
jewelry, and cosmetics.
The Worldwide History of Dress
An unprecedented visual history of African women told in
striking and subversive historical photographs--featuring
an Introduction by Edwidge Danticat and a Foreword by
Jacqueline Woodson. Most of us grew up with images of
African women that were purely anthropological--bright
displays of exotica where the deeper personhood
seemed tucked away. Or they were chronicles of war
and poverty--“poverty porn.” But now, curator Catherine
E. McKinley draws on her extensive collection of
historical and contemporary photos to present a visual
history spanning a hundred-year arc (1870–1970) of
what is among the earliest photography on the continent.
These images tell a different story of African women:
how deeply cosmopolitan and modern they are in their
style; how they were able to reclaim the tools of the
colonial oppression that threatened their selfhood and
livelihoods. Featuring works by celebrated African
masters, African studios of local legend, and anonymous
artists, The African Lookbook captures the dignity,
playfulness, austerity, grandeur, and fantasy-making of
African women across centuries. McKinley also features
photos by Europeans--most starkly, striking
nudes--revealing the relationships between white men
and the Black female sitters where, at best, a grave
power imbalance lies. It's a bittersweet truth that when
there is exploitation there can also be profound
resistance expressed in unexpected ways--even if it's
only in gazing back. These photos tell the story of how
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the sewing machine and the camera became powerful
tools for women's self-expression, revealing a truly
glorious display of everyday beauty.
Dress and Personal Appearance in Late Antiquity. The
Clothing of the Middle and Lower Classes examines
written, art historical and archaeological evidence to
understand the way that cloth and clothing was made,
embellished, cared for and recycled during this period.
"This exploration of regalia throughout the world and the
ages, and the powerful figures who exemplify each style
-- from the ceremonial robes of Chinese emperors to the
wigs and stockings of seventeenth-century couriers to
the casual college-inspired blazers and sunglasses of
American politicians such as JFK -- provides a
fascinating and comprehensive view of the sociological
aspects of clothing. If there is truth in the saying 'tell me
what you were and I'll tell you who you are,' then it is
also true to add, 'I'll tell you what kind of society you live
in." -- Dust jacket.
Chronicles every notable geographical region, historical
period, and style of dress and accessories, featuring
more than one thousand illustrations of museum-quality
artifacts, historical paintings, woodblock prints, and other
artworks.
This work examines a trade that covered the backs of
sailors and soldiers, that shirted labouring men and
skirted working women, that employed legions of
needlewomen and supplied retailers with new consumer
wares. Garments, once bought, returned again to the
marketplace, circulating like a currency and bolstering
demand. The agents in this trade included military
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contractors for clothing, female outworkers and dealers
in used clothes. Each was affected by a changing
demand for new-styled 'luxuries' and necessities in
apparel.
A stylish guide to environment-friendly ways of buying,
wearing, caring for, and decluttering your wardrobe,
illustrated with case studies and tips from eco-fashion
pioneers across the world As part of a growing global
awareness of the importance of eco-conscious living,
both for the planet and as a means of promoting fair
labor practices, more people than ever before are
seeking to dress in an environmentally friendly way. On a
broader scale, initiatives to promote a more sustainable
approach to fashion have made headlines and grown like
never before, from the release of the high-profile
documentary The True Cost to the launch of the
worldwide “Fashion Revolution” campaign. This timely
book is organized into four chapters—Buy, Wear, Care,
and Dispose—each containing a short introduction with
essential information followed by practical tips and
illustrated case studies to help you make the first step
toward a more sustainable wardrobe. A detailed
reference section recommends not only the best ethical
fashion labels and collections but also eco-friendly
fabrics, standards, and certifications; cleaning methods;
renting, swapping, and recycling initiatives; and much
more.
How wealthy American women--as consumers and as
influencers--helped shape French couture of the late
nineteenth century; lavishly illustrated. French fashion of
the late nineteenth century is known for its allure, its
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ineffable chic--think of John Singer Sargent's Madame X
and her scandalously slipping strap. For Parisian
couturiers and their American customers, it was also
serious business. In Dressing Up, Elizabeth Block
examines the couturiers' influential clientele--wealthy
American women who bolstered the French fashion
industry with a steady stream of orders from the United
States. Countering the usual narrative of the designer as
solo creative genius, Block shows that these women--as
high-volume customers and as pre-Internet
influencers--were active participants in the era's
transnational fashion system. Block describes the arrival
of nouveau riche Americans on the French fashion
scene, joining European royalty, French socialites, and
famous actresses on the client rosters of the best fashion
houses--Charles Frederick Worth, Doucet, and Félix,
among others. She considers the mutual dependence of
couture and coiffure; the participation of couturiers in
international expositions (with mixed financial results);
the distinctive shopping practices of American women,
which ranged from extensive transatlantic travel to quick
trips downtown to the department store; the performance
of conspicuous consumption at balls and soirées; the
impact of American tariffs on the French fashion industry;
and the emergence of smuggling, theft, and illicit copying
of French fashions in the American market as the middle
class emulated the preferences of the rich. Lavishly
illustrated, with vibrant images of dresses, portraits, and
fashion plates, Dressing Up reveals the power of
American women in French couture. Winner of the
Aileen Ribeiro Grant of the Association of Dress
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Historians; an Association for Art History grant; and a
Pasold Research Fund grant.
Hilary Putnam has been convinced for some time that
the present situation in philosophy calls for revitalization
and renewal; in this latest book he shows us what shape
he would like that renewal to take. Words and Life offers
a sweeping account of the sources of several of the
central problems of philosophy, past and present, and of
why some of those problems are not going to go away.
As the titles of the first four parts in the volume--"The
Return of Aristotle," "The Legacy of Logical Positivism,"
"The Inheritance of Pragmatism," and "Essays after
Wittgenstein"--suggest, many of the essays are
concerned with tracing the recent, and the not so recent,
history of these problems. The goal is to bring out what is
coercive and arbitrary about some of our present ways of
posing the problems and what is of continuing interest in
certain past approaches to them. Various supposedly
timeless philosophical problems appear, on closer
inspection, to change with altered historical
circumstances, while there turns out to be much of
permanent value in Aristotle's, Peirce's, Dewey's, and
Reichenbach's work on some of the problems that
continue to exercise us. A unifying theme of the volume
as a whole is that reductionism, scientism, and old-style
disenchanted naturalism tend to be obstacles to
philosophical progress. The titles of the final three parts
of the volume--"Truth and Reference," "Mind and
Language," and "The Diversity of the Sciences"--indicate
that the sweep of the problems considered here
comprehends all the fundamental areas of contemporary
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analytic philosophy. Rich in detail, the book is also grand
in scope, allowing us to trace the ongoing intellectual
evolution of one of the most significant philosophers of
the century.
This book is available as open access through the
Knowledge Unlatched programme and is available on
www.bloomsburycollections.com. "A remarkable
resource for the field of fashion studies suitable for both
newcomers ... {and] seasoned practitioners." - Fashion
Historia "A precious source in the study of the subject ...
inspiring." - The Journal of Dress History The last
decade has seen the growing popularity and visibility of
fashion as a cultural product, including its growing
presence in museum exhibitions. This book explores the
history of fashion displays, highlighting the continuity of
past and present curatorial practices. Comparing and
contrasting exhibitions from different museums and
decades-from the Paris Exposition Universelle of 1900 to
the Alexander McQueen Savage Beauty show at the
Metropolitan Museum of Art in 2011, and beyond-it
makes connections between museum fashion and the
wider fashion industry. By critically analyzing trends in
fashion exhibition practice over the 20th and early 21st
centuries, Julia Petrov defines and describes the varied
representations of historical fashion within British and
North American museum exhibitions. Rooted in
extensive archival research on exhibitions by global
leaders in the field-from the Victoria and Albert and the
Bath Fashion Museum to the Brooklyn and the Royal
Ontario Museums-the work reveals how fashion
exhibitions have been shaped by the values and
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anxieties associated with fashion more generally.
Supplemented by parallel critical approaches, including
museological theory, historiography, body theory,
material culture, and visual studies, Fashion, History,
Museums demonstrates that in an increasingly corporate
and mass-mediated world, fashion exhibitions must be
analysed in a comparative and global context. Richly
illustrated with 70 images, this book is essential reading
for students and scholars of fashion history and
museology, as well as curators, conservators, and
exhibition designers.
In the Preface of the 5th Edition of Survey of Historic
Costume, Tortora and Eubank conclude with the
following: "In the history of dress at the beginning of the
21st century, costume might be compared to a
constantly moving river. This river divides into many
narrower channels that separate, cross, come together,
and separate again, and yet that river continually moves
on." Building on the previous editions, the authors
update their analysis of Western dress to 2008. Survey
of Historic Costume has, from its beginnings, taken
seriously the need to accompany the text with
appropriate illustrations and the major change in the 5th
Edition is the move to full color throughout the book to
enrich the text and the concepts. Perfect for anyone
interested in historic costume, fashion, textiles, drama,
and design, this beautifully illustrated book is full of
interesting facts and commentary.New to this Edition:-Over 500 four-color photographs and illustrations-Updated text to 2008-- Additional influences from one
period or civilization to another, including influences from
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other cultures-- Index - updated and organized to be
utilized as glossary with terms defined and page
numbers printed in boldface-- Instructor's Guide provides
sources for visuals, websites, teaching strategies and
evaluation techniques-- PowerPoint® Presentation
contains interactive visual presentation with links to
Internet
Queen Alexandra used clothes to fashion images of
herself as a wife, a mother and a royal: a woman who
both led Britain alongside her husband Edward VII and
lived her life through fashion. Inside the Royal Wardrobe
overturns the popular portrait of a vapid and neglected
queen, examining the surviving garments of Alexandra,
Princess of Wales – who later became Queen Consort –
to unlock a rich tapestry of royal dress and society in the
second half of the 19th century. More than 130
extraordinary garments from Alexandra's wardrobe
survive, from sumptuous court dress and politicised
fancy dress to mourning attire and elegant coronation
gowns, and can be found in various collections around
the world, from London, Oslo and Denmark to New York,
Toronto and Tokyo. Curator and fashion scholar Kate
Strasdin places these garments at the heart of this indepth study, examining their relationships to issues such
as body politics, power, celebrity, social identity and
performance, and interpreting Alexandra's world from the
objects out. Adopting an object-based methodology, the
book features a range of original sources from letters,
travel journals and newspaper editorials, to wardrobe
accounts, memoirs, tailors' ledgers and business
records. Revealing a shrewd and socially aware woman
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attuned to the popular power of royal dress, the work will
appeal to students and scholars of costume, fashion and
dress history, as well as of material culture and 19th
century history.

Provides an overview of the clothing and
accessories worn in England during the 17th, 18th,
and 19th centuries, discussing fashion and social
class
A cultural history of dress and fashion' presents an
authoritative survey from ancient times to the
present. This set of six volumes covers over 2,500
years of dress and fashion. Volume 1: Antiquity
(500BCE-800AD), edited by Mary Harlow; Volume 2:
The Medieval Age (800-1450), edited by SarahGrace Heller; Volume 3: The Renaissance
(1450-1650), edited by Elizabeth Currie; Volume 4:
The Age of Enlightenment (1650-1800), edited by
Peter McNeil; Volume 5: The Age of Empire
(1800-1920), edited by Denise Amy Baxter; Volume
6: The Modern Age (1920-2000+), edited by
Alexandra Palmer. Each volume discusses the same
key themes in its chapters: 1. Textiles 2. Production
and Distribution 3. The Body 4. Belief 5. Gender and
Sexuality 6. Status 7. Ethnicity 8. Visual
Representations 9. Literary Representations. This
structure means readers can either have a broad
overview of a period by reading a volume or follow a
theme through history by reading the relevant
chapter in each volume. Superbly illustrated, the full
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six volume set combines to present the most
authoritative and comprehensive survey available on
dress and fashion through history.
Young Guinevere, an orphan who lives with the king
and queen of Gwynedd, helps rescue her cousin
from kidnappers who are plotting to seize the palace
and overthrow the king, even as the queen despairs
of her rebellious nature.
Fashion is ever-changing, and while some styles
mark a dramatic departure from the past, many
exhibit subtle differences from year to year that are
not always easily identifiable. With overviews of each
key period and detailed illustrations for each new
style, How to Read a Dress is an authoritative visual
guide to women's fashion across five centuries. Each
entry includes annotated color images of historical
garments, outlining important features and
highlighting how styles have developed over time,
whether in shape, fabric choice, trimming, or
undergarments. Readers will learn how garments
were constructed and where their inspiration
stemmed from at key points in history – as well as
how dresses have varied in type, cut, detailing and
popularity according to the occasion and the class,
age and social status of the wearer. This lavishly
illustrated book is the ideal tool for anyone who has
ever wanted to know their cartridge pleats from their
Récamier ruffles. Equipping the reader with all the
information they need to 'read' a dress, this is the
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ultimate guide for students, researchers, and anyone
interested in historical fashion.
“This amply illustrated, attractive book is valuable for
dress history scholars . . . [an] ideal textbook for
courses on clothing and cultural history.” —The
Journal of Dress History Ottoman Dress and Design
in the West is a richly illustrated exploration of the
relationship between West and Near East through
the visual culture of dress. Charlotte Jirousek
examines the history of dress and fashion in the
broader context of western relationships with the
Mediterranean world from the dawn of Islam through
the end of the twentieth century. The significance of
dress is made apparent by the author’s careful
attention to its political, economic, and cultural
context. The reader comes to understand that dress
reflects not simply the self and one’s relation to
community but also that community’s relation to a
wider world through trade, colonization, religion, and
technology. The chapters provide broad historical
background on Ottoman influence and European
exoticization of that influence, while the captions and
illustrations provide detailed studies of illuminations,
paintings, and sculptures to show how these
influences were absorbed into everyday living.
Through the medium of dress, Jirousek details a
continually shifting Ottoman frontier that is closely
tied to European and American history. In doing so,
she explores and celebrates an essential source of
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influence that for too long has been relegated to the
periphery.
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