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The Origins Of The Modern World A Global And Ecological Narrative From The
Fifteenth To The Twenty First Century
Explores how writers across five continents and four centuries have debated ideas about what it means to be an individual, and
shows that the modern self is an ongoing project of global history. In Global Origins of the Modern Self, from Montaigne to Suzuki,
Avram Alpert contends that scholars have yet to fully grasp the constitutive force of global connections in the making of modern
selfhood. Alpert argues that canonical moments of self-making from around the world share a surprising origin in the colonial
anthropology of Europeans in the Americas. While most intellectual histories of modernity begin with the Cartesian inward turn,
Alpertshows how this turn itself was an evasion of the impact of the colonial encounter. He charts a counter-history of the modern
self, tracing lines of influence that stretch from Michel de Montaigne’s encounter with the Tupi through the writings of JeanJacques Rousseau into German Idealism, American Transcendentalism, postcolonial critique, and modern Zen. Alpert considers
an unusually wide range of thinkers, including Kant, Hegel, Fanon, Emerson, Du Bois, Senghor, and Suzuki. This book not only
breaks with disciplinary conventions about period and geography but also argues that these conventions obscure our ability to
understand the modern condition. “Alpert’s scholarship is impressive, offering a focused sweep of intellectual history and incisive
readings of many important figures (and the scholarly literature devoted to them). He is a fantastic writer. His prose is direct and
evocative, conveying complex ideas in clear and probing terms. This style transforms a long text into a relatively quick and, at
times, gripping read.” — Jane Anna Gordon, author of Creolizing Political Theory: Reading Rousseau through Fanon “Through
textual and historical analyses and great interpretive abilities, Alpert shows persuasively that Montaigne, Rousseau, Emerson,
Suzuki, and others—separately and together—are thinkers not of a Western (monopolizing the sense of modern) tradition, but of
global, pluralist thought. His way of reading these thinkers can be a model for others interested in decolonizing and deracializing
modern thought while preserving much of the canon with its present membership; with its male, Western-European and AngloAmerican membership. But Alpert has done more. Through his arguments he has made room for Du Bois, Fanon, and Suzuki to
be included in the canon. This is intellectually progressive and politically significant, and will make a fresh reading experience for
many readers.” — Peter K. J. Park, author of Africa, Asia, and the History of Philosophy: Racism in the Formation of the
Philosophical Canon, 1780–1830
This study examines the early years of the post-medieval European states and the growth of a recognisably 'modern' system for
handling their international relations. M S Anderson gives much of his space to France, Spain and England and to the state of the
relations between them, as their various power plays rolled over Italy and the Low countries, but, he also incorporates the Northern
and Eastern states including Russia, Poland and the Baltic world into the main European political arena. He provides a broad
narrative of European politics and its impact on diplomacy including the Italian Wars 1494-1559, the French Wars of Religion, the
Reformation and Counter-Reformation, and the relations of Christendom and Islam with the advance of the Ottoman empire. He
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also gives considerable attention to the influence of military and economic factors on international relations.
The modern state, however we conceive of it today, is based on a pattern that emerged in Europe in the period from 1100 to 1600.
Inspired by a lifetime of teaching and research, On the Medieval Origins of the Modern State is a classic work on what is known
about the early history of the European state. This short, clear book book explores the European state in its infancy, especially in
institutional developments in the administration of justice and finance. Forewords from Charles Tilly and William Chester Jordan
demonstrate the perennial importance of Joseph Strayer's book, and situate it within a contemporary context. Tilly demonstrates
how Strayer’s work has set the agenda for a whole generation of historical analysts, not only in medieval history but also in the
comparative study of state formation. William Chester Jordan's foreword examines the scholarly and pedagogical setting within
which Strayer produced his book, and how this both enhanced its accessibility and informed its focus on peculiarly English and
French accomplishments in early state formation.
In this wide-ranging work, Caspar Hirschi offers new perspectives on the origins of nationalism and the formation of European
nations. Based on extensive study of written and visual sources dating from the ancient to the early modern period, the author reintegrates the history of pre-modern Europe into the study of nationalism, describing it as an unintended and unavoidable
consequence of the legacy of Roman imperialism in the Middle Ages. Hirschi identifies the earliest nationalists among
Renaissance humanists, exploring their public roles and ambitions to offer new insight into the history of political scholarship in
Europe and arguing that their adoption of ancient role models produced massive contradictions between their self-image and
political function. This book demonstrates that only through understanding the development of the politics, scholarship and art of
pre-modern Europe can we fully grasp the global power of nationalism in a modern political context.
This clearly written and engaging book presents a global narrative of the origins of the modern world. Unlike most studies, which
assume that the "rise of the West" is the story of the coming of the modern world, this history, drawing upon new scholarship on
Asia, Africa, and the New World, constructs a story in which those parts of the world play major roles. Robert B. Marks defines the
modern world as one marked by industry, the nation state, interstate warfare, a large and growing gap between the wealthiest and
poorest parts of the world, and an escape from "the biological old regime."
This is a concise but wide-ranging account of all aspects of the Scientific Revolution from astronomy to zoology. The third edition
has been thoroughly updated, and some sections revised and extended, to take into account the latest scholarship and research
and new developments in historiography.
One of the biggest debates in economic history deals with the Great Divergence. How can we explain that at a certain moment in
time (the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries) a certain part of the world (the West) escaped from general poverty and became
much richer than it had ever been before and than the rest of the world? Many prominent scholars discussed this question and
came up with many different answers. This book provides a systematic analysis of the most important of those answers by means
of an analysis of possible explanations in terms of natural resources, labour, capital, the division of labour and market exchange,
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accumulation and innovation, and as potential underlying determining factors institutions and culture. The author juxtaposes the
views of economists / social scientists and of global historians and systematically compares Great Britain and China to illustrate
his position. He qualifies the importance of natural resources, accumulation and the extension of markets, points at the importance
of factor prices and changes in consumption and emphasizes the role of innovation, institutions – in particular an active
developmental state – and culture.

This book uncovers practices surrounding acts of collecting, surveying, and antiquarianism during British colonial rule in
India. By examining these practices, this book traces the colonial conditions of the production of 'sources,' the forging of a
new historical method, and the ascendance of positivist historiography in nineteenth-century India.
The tools used to unearth the facts of our prehistoric past have not always been tangible. Each fossil discovery and new
methods of analysis is met with an avalanche of debate, alternate interpretations, and the refutation of competing
theories. This text is a concise and provocative look at some answers to the question " Where did we come from? " .
This bold and brilliant book asks the ultimate question of the life sciences: How did the human mind acquire its
incomparable power? In seeking the answer, Merlin Donald traces the evolution of human culture and cognition from
primitive apes to artificial intelligence, presenting an enterprising and original theory of how the human mind evolved from
its presymbolic form.
The Origins of Modern Science is the first synthetic account of the history of science from antiquity through the Scientific
Revolution in many decades. Providing readers of all backgrounds and students of all disciplines with the tools to study
science like a historian, Ofer Gal covers everything from Pythagorean mathematics to Newton's Principia, through Islamic
medicine, medieval architecture, global commerce and magic. Richly illustrated throughout, scientific reasoning and
practices are introduced in accessible and engaging ways with an emphasis on the complex relationships between
institutions, beliefs and political structures and practices. Readers gain valuable new insights into the role that science
plays both in history and in the world today, placing the crucial challenges to science and technology of our time within
their historical and cultural context.
The Early Middle Ages, which marked the end of the Roman Empire and the creation of the kingdoms of Western
Europe, was a period central to the formation of modern Europe. This period has often been drawn into a series of
discourses that are more concerned with the eighteenth, nineteenth, and twentieth centuries than with the distant past. In
The Modern Origins of the Early Middle Ages, Ian Wood explores how Western Europeans have looked back to the
Middle Ages to discover their origins and the origins of their society. Using historical records and writings about the Fall of
Rome and the Early Middle Ages, Wood reveals how these influenced modern Europe and the way in which the
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continent thought about itself. He asks, and answers, the important question: why is early-medieval history, or indeed any
pre-modern history, important? This volume promises to add to the debate on the significance of medieval history in the
modern world.
The Rise of the West, winner of the National Book Award for history in 1964, is famous for its ambitious scope and
intellectual rigor. In it, McNeill challenges the Spengler-Toynbee view that a number of separate civilizations pursued
essentially independent careers, and argues instead that human cultures interacted at every stage of their history. The
author suggests that from the Neolithic beginnings of grain agriculture to the present major social changes in all parts of
the world were triggered by new or newly important foreign stimuli, and he presents a persuasive narrative of world
history to support this claim. In a retrospective essay titled "The Rise of the West after Twenty-five Years," McNeill shows
how his book was shaped by the time and place in which it was written (1954-63). He discusses how historiography
subsequently developed and suggests how his portrait of the world's past in The Rise of the West should be revised to
reflect these changes. "This is not only the most learned and the most intelligent, it is also the most stimulating and
fascinating book that has ever set out to recount and explain the whole history of mankind. . . . To read it is a great
experience. It leaves echoes to reverberate, and seeds to germinate in the mind."—H. R. Trevor-Roper, New York Times
Book Review
Richard Kennington (1921-1999), a professor for many years at Pennsylvania State University and the Catholic
University of America, was renowned for his insight in reading and teaching early modern philosophy. Although he
published articles and spoke widely, never before have his writings been collected in a book. On Modern Origins deftly
shows how modern thinkers assessed the errors of the classical tradition and established in its place a philosophy that
fuses a new meaning of nature and of theory with humanitarian goals. This volume is an essential source for scholars
seeking to understand the contemporary significance of the dawning of the modern era.
In unprecedented photographic detail, this book chronicles the major historical events that have shaped the 20th century, and provides a
concise and authoritative overview of this remarkable age.
How modern food helped make modern society between 1870 and 1930: stories of power and food, from bananas and beer to bread and
fake meat. The modern way of eating—our taste for food that is processed, packaged, and advertised—has its roots as far back as the 1870s.
Many food writers trace our eating habits to World War II, but this book shows that our current food system began to coalesce much earlier.
Modern food came from and helped to create a society based on racial hierarchies, colonization, and global integration. Acquired Tastes
explores these themes through a series of moments in food history—stories of bread, beer, sugar, canned food, cereal, bananas, and
more—that shaped how we think about food today. Contributors consider the displacement of native peoples for agricultural development; the
invention of Pilsner, the first international beer style; the “long con” of gilded sugar and corn syrup; Josephine Baker’s banana skirt and the
Page 4/10

Get Free The Origins Of The Modern World A Global And Ecological Narrative From The Fifteenth To The Twenty
First Century
rise of celebrity tastemakers; and faith in institutions and experts who produced, among other things, food rankings and fake meat.
A Choice Outstanding Academic Book A Library Journal Best Sci-Tech Book A New York Times Notable Book Once in a generation a book
such as African Exodus emerges to transform the way we see ourselves. This landmark book, which argues that our genes betray the secret
of a single racial stock shared by all of modern humanity, has set off one of the most bitter debates in contemporary science. "We emerged
out of Africa," the authors cont, "less than 100,000 years ago and replaced all other human populations." Employing persuasive fossil and
genetic evidence (the proof is in the blood, not just the bones) and an exceptionally readable style, Stringer and McKie challenge long-held
beliefs that suggest we evolved separately as different races with genetic roots reaching back two million years.
International thought is the product of major political changes over the last few centuries, especially the development of the modern state and
the industrialisation of the world economy. While the question of how to deal with strangers from other communities has been a constant
throughout human history, it is only in recent centuries that the question of ‘foreign relations’ (and especially imperialism and war) have
become a matter of urgency for all sectors of society throughout the world. This book provides the first comprehensive overview of the
evolution of Western international thought, and charts how this evolved into the predominantly Anglophone field of International Relations.
Along the way several myths of the origins of International Relations are explored and exposed: the myth of the peace of Westphalia, the
myths of Versailles and the nature of the League of Nations, the realist-idealist ‘Great Debate’ myth, and the myth of appeasement. Major
approaches to the study of international affairs are discussed within their context and on their own terms, rather than being shoe-horned into
anachronistic ‘paradigms’. Written in a clear and accessible style, Ashworth’s analysis reveals how historical myths have been used as
gatekeeping devices, and how a critical re-evaluation of the history of international thought can affect how we see international affairs today.
Robert B.
This volume presents a global narrative of the origins of the modern world. Unlike most studies, which assume that the rise of the West is the
story of the coming of the modern world, this history accords importance to the 'underdeveloped world'.
These 22 articles, published from 1891 to 1914 in the distinguished magazine Architectural Record, offer a fascinating look at the birth of the
skyscraper, Frank Lloyd Wright's innovations, and much more. Over 250 black-and-white illustrations.

This second edition of this widely used text covers the last two centuries of Indian history, concluding with an epilogue
written from the perspective of the 1990s. It thematically and analytically discusses the emergence of India as one of the
world's largest democracies and one of the most stable of the states to emerge from the experience of colonialism. The
foundations of this rare phenomenon in either Asia or Africa are seen in India's society, the ideas and beliefs of her
people, and the institutions of government and politics which have developed on the subcontinent, in a process of
interaction between what was indigenous to India and the many external influences brought to bear on the country by
economic, political, and ideological contact with the Western world. Modern scholarship has shown how diverse and
complex was India's socio-economic and political development; and this theme runs through the study which eschews
any simple understanding of India's politicaldevelopment as a clash between `imperialism' and 'nationalism', or the
making of a new nation. The complexity reflects many of the continuing ambiguities and inequalities in the subcontinent's
Page 5/10

Get Free The Origins Of The Modern World A Global And Ecological Narrative From The Fifteenth To The Twenty
First Century
life and suggests why the structures of the state, and indeed the very nature of the Indian nation, are now being
questioned, often with unprecedented public violence. India's dilemmas are not hers alone: they also raise economic,
political, and social issues of profound significance throughout the contemporary world.
Invaluable to students and those approaching the subject for the first time, An Introduction to International Relations,
Second Edition provides a comprehensive and stimulating introduction to international relations, its traditions and its
changing nature in an era of globalisation. Thoroughly revised and updated, it features chapters written by a range of
experts from around the world. It presents a global perspective on the theories, history, developments and debates that
shape this dynamic discipline and contemporary world politics. Now in full-colour and accompanied by a passwordprotected companion website featuring additional chapters and case studies, this is the indispensable guide to the study
of international relations.
William Aspray provides the first broad and detailed account of von Neumann's many different contributions to
computing. John von Neumann (1903-1957) was unquestionably one of the most brilliant scientists of the twentieth
century. He made major contributions to quantum mechanics and mathematical physics and in 1943 began a new and alltoo-short career in computer science. William Aspray provides the first broad and detailed account of von Neumann's
many different contributions to computing. These, Aspray reveals, extended far beyond his well-known work in the design
and construction of computer systems to include important scientific applications, the revival of numerical analysis, and
the creation of a theory of computing.Aspray points out that from the beginning von Neumann took a wider and more
theoretical view than other computer pioneers. In the now famous EDVAC report of 1945, von Neumann clearly stated
the idea of a stored program that resides in the computer's memory along with the data it was to operate on. This stored
program computer was described in terms of idealized neurons, highlighting the analogy between the digital computer
and the human brain. Aspray describes von Neumann's development during the next decade, and almost entirely alone,
of a theory of complicated information processing systems, or automata, and the introduction of themes such as learning,
reliability of systems with unreliable components, self-replication, and the importance of memory and storage capacity in
biological nervous systems; many of these themes remain at the heart of current investigations in parallel or
neurocomputing.Aspray allows the record to speak for itself. He unravels an intricate sequence of stories generated by
von Neumann's work and brings into focus the interplay of personalities centered about von Neumann. He documents
the complex interactions of science, the military, and business and shows how progress in applied mathematics was
intertwined with that in computers. William Aspray is Director of the Center for the History of Electrical Engineering at The
Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers.
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This volume is the first of four that will provide some of the most significant, English-language articles on the historical
development of the police institution. The articles included in this volume are broadly of two kinds. The first introduce
some of the theoretical outlines that have been suggested for the origins and development of modern police institutions
across Europe. The second explore the systems of enforcement, and the criticisms of them, that had emerged on the eve
of the revolutionary upheavals which convulsed Europe and inflicted a terminal blow to the ancien rme at the close of the
eighteenth century.
Connecting to issues in the humanities today, this book shows how the Italian Renaissance influenced and changed
Early Modern Europe.
This update to the award-winning The Origins of ModernHumans: A World Survey of the Fossil Evidence covers the
mostaccepted common theories concerning the emergence of modern Homosapiens—adding fresh insight from top young
scholars onthe key new discoveries of the past 25 years. The Origins of Modern Humans: Biology Reconsidered
allowsfield leaders to discuss and assess the assemblage of hominidfossil material in each region of the world during the
Pleistoceneepoch. It features new fossil and molecular evidence, such as theevolutionary inferences drawn from
assessments of modern humans andlarge segments of the Neandertal genome. It also addresses theimpact of digital
imagery and the more sophisticated morphometricsthat have entered the analytical fray since 1984. Beginning with a
thoughtful introduction by the authors onmodern human origins, the book offers such insightful chaptercontributions as:
Africa: The Cradle of Modern People Crossroads of the Old World: Late Hominin Evolution in WesternAsia A River Runs
through It: Modern Human Origins in East Asia Perspectives on the Origins of Modern Australians Modern Human
Origins in Central Europe The Makers of the Early Upper Paleolithic in WesternEurasia Neandertal Craniofacial Growth
and Development and ItsRelevance for Modern Human Origins Energetics and the Origin of Modern Humans
Understanding Human Cranial Variation in Light of Modern HumanOrigins The Relevance of Archaic Genomes to
Modern Human Origins The Process of Modern Human Origins: The Evolutionary andDemographic Changes Giving Rise
to Modern Humans The Paleobiology of Modern Human Emergence Elegant and thought provoking, The Origins of
Modern Humans:Biology Reconsidered is an ideal read for students, gradstudents, and professionals in human evolution
andpaleoanthropology.
How did the fact become modernity's most favored unit of knowledge? How did description come to seem separable from
theory in the precursors of economics and the social sciences? Mary Poovey explores these questions in A History of the
Modern Fact, ranging across an astonishing array of texts and ideas from the publication of the first British manual on
double-entry bookkeeping in 1588 to the institutionalization of statistics in the 1830s. She shows how the production of
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systematic knowledge from descriptions of observed particulars influenced government, how numerical representation
became the privileged vehicle for generating useful facts, and how belief—whether figured as credit, credibility, or
credulity—remained essential to the production of knowledge. Illuminating the epistemological conditions that have made
modern social and economic knowledge possible, A History of the Modern Fact provides important contributions to the
history of political thought, economics, science, and philosophy, as well as to literary and cultural criticism.
Locates the origins of the modern sense of a Founder's Constitution in Antebellum debates over slavery in the nation's
capital.
The Origins of the Modern WorldFate and Fortune in the Rise of the WestRowman & Littlefield
Why Enlightenment culture sparked the Industrial Revolution During the late eighteenth century, innovations in Europe
triggered the Industrial Revolution and the sustained economic progress that spread across the globe. While much has
been made of the details of the Industrial Revolution, what remains a mystery is why it took place at all. Why did this
revolution begin in the West and not elsewhere, and why did it continue, leading to today's unprecedented prosperity? In
this groundbreaking book, celebrated economic historian Joel Mokyr argues that a culture of growth specific to early
modern Europe and the European Enlightenment laid the foundations for the scientific advances and pioneering
inventions that would instigate explosive technological and economic development. Bringing together economics, the
history of science and technology, and models of cultural evolution, Mokyr demonstrates that culture—the beliefs, values,
and preferences in society that are capable of changing behavior—was a deciding factor in societal transformations.
Mokyr looks at the period 1500–1700 to show that a politically fragmented Europe fostered a competitive "market for
ideas" and a willingness to investigate the secrets of nature. At the same time, a transnational community of brilliant
thinkers known as the “Republic of Letters” freely circulated and distributed ideas and writings. This political
fragmentation and the supportive intellectual environment explain how the Industrial Revolution happened in Europe but
not China, despite similar levels of technology and intellectual activity. In Europe, heterodox and creative thinkers could
find sanctuary in other countries and spread their thinking across borders. In contrast, China’s version of the
Enlightenment remained controlled by the ruling elite. Combining ideas from economics and cultural evolution, A Culture
of Growth provides startling reasons for why the foundations of our modern economy were laid in the mere two centuries
between Columbus and Newton.
From government to literature to architecture, few fields in western culture are untouched by the influence of Ancient
Greece and Rome. Even mores that may seem exclusively modern often have roots in the classical past. This book takes
an in-depth look at the ancient roots of homophobia, including its Pythagorean origins and its eventual spread throughout
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the Roman Empire and, consequently, the rest of the world. Originally, male homosexuality occupied something of an
honorable position in ancient Greece. By the end of the Roman period several centuries later, this attitude had changed
so radically that to be found guilty of homosexual actions was punishable by death. This work investigates how such a
shift occurred and traces the various cultural forces that brought about almost universal homophobia throughout western
societies. Beginning with the earliest documented instance of homophobia in the teachings of Pythagoras (who was
surrounded by mystery even in ancient times), the author examines its proliferation through various disciplines, citing
sources from political history, anthropology, religion, and psychology as well as the analysis of ancient texts. Through
extensive historical research, he follows the concept from Greece to Macedonia and finally to Rome, examining relevant
religious attitudes including those of Christianity and Judaism. Finally, he discusses the ways in which homophobia was
solidified in the legal legacy of the Roman Empire. An extensive bibliography provides additional resources regarding
classical influence on modern culture.
What is "Chinese” about China’s modern state? This book proposes that the state we see today has developed over the
past two centuries largely as a response to internal challenges emerging from the late empire. Well before the Opium
War, Chinese confronted such constitutional questions as: How does the scope of political participation affect state
power? How is the state to secure a share of society’s wealth? In response to the changing demands of the age, this
agenda has been expressed in changing language. Yet, because the underlying pattern remains recognizable, the
modernization of the state in response to foreign aggression can be studied in longer perspective. The author offers three
concrete studies to illustrate the constitutional agenda in action: how the early nineteenth-century scholar-activist Wei
Yuan confronted the relation between broadened political participation and authoritarian state power; how the reformist
proposals of the influential scholar Feng Guifen were received by mainstream bureaucrats during the 1898 reform
movement; and how fiscal problems of the late empire formed a backdrop to agricultural collectivization in the 1950s. In
each case, the author presents the "modern” constitutional solution as only the most recent answer to old Chinese
questions. The book concludes by describing the transformation of the constitutional agenda over the course of the
modern period.
Traces changes and trends from the Middle Ages to 1939 that have contributed to or confined modern Germany's
political development and priorities.
This collection reveals the valuable work that women achieved in publishing, printing, writing and reading early modern
English books, from those who worked in the book trade to those who composed, selected, collected and annotated
books. Women gathered rags for paper production, invested in books and oversaw the presses that printed them. Their
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writing and reading had an impact on their contemporaries and the developing literary canon. A focus on women's work
enables these essays to recognize the various forms of labour -- textual and social as well as material and commercial -that women of different social classes engaged in. Those considered include the very poor, the middling sort who were
active in the book trade, and the elite women authors and readers who participated in literary communities. Taken
together, these essays convey the impressive work that women accomplished and their frequent collaborations with
others in the making, marking, and marketing of early modern English books.
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