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“Plutarch regularly shows that great leaders transcend their own purely material
interests and petty, personal vanities. Noble ideals actually do matter, in
government as in life.” —Michael Dirda, Washington Post Pompey, Caesar,
Cicero, Brutus, Antony: the names still resonate across thousands of years.
Major figures in the civil wars that brutally ended the Roman republic, their lives
pose a question that haunts us still: how to safeguard a republic from the flaws of
its leaders. This reader’s edition of Plutarch delivers a fresh translation of
notable clarity, explanatory notes, and ample historical context in the Preface and
Introduction.
This book presents a wide range of documents illustrating religious life in the
Roman world from the early Republic to the late Empire.
A radical reexamination of the most extraordinary of ancient ceremonies, this
book explores the magnificence of the Roman Triumph--but also its darker side,
as it prompted the Romans to question as well as celebrate military glory. This
richly illustrated work is a testament to the profound importance of the triumph in
Roman culture--and for monarchs and generals ever since.
The writings of the Greeks and Romans form the bedrock of Western culture.
Inventing the molds for histories, tragedies, and philosophies, while pioneering
radical new forms of epic and poetry, the Greeks and Romans created the literary
world we still inhabit today. Writing with verve and insight, distinguished classicist
Richard Jenkyns explores a thousand years of classical civilization, carrying
readers from the depths of the Greek dark ages through the glittering heights of
Rome’s empire. Jenkyns begins with Homer and the birth of epic poetry before
exploring the hypnotic poetry of Pindar, Sappho, and others from the Greek dark
ages. Later, in Athens’s classical age, Jenkyns shows the radical nature of
Sophocles’s choice to portray Ajax as a psychologically wounded warrior, how
Aeschylus developed tragedy, and how Herodotus, in “inventing history,”
brought to narrative an epic and tragic quality. We meet the strikingly modern
figure of Virgil, struggling to mirror epic art in an age of empire, and experience
the love poems of Catullus, who imbued verse with obsessive passion as never
before. Even St. Paul and other early Christian writers are artfully grounded here
in their classical literary context. A dynamic and comprehensive introduction to
Greek and Roman literature, Jenkyns’s Classical Literature is essential reading
for anyone seeking a deeper understanding of the classics—and the extraordinary
origins of Western culture.
'The book is part of a series of introductory studies intended to bring the latest
developments in art history to students and general readers. But it offers
something new to the specialist reader too [...] the quantity of illustrations is
impressive for such a slim and inexpensive book ...Classical Art is illuminating,
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playful, provocative, and often (literally) iconoclastic' -Times Higher Education
Supplement
From the bestselling author of SPQR: A History of Ancient Rome, the fascinating
story of how images of Roman autocrats have influenced art, culture, and the
representation of power for more than 2,000 years What does the face of power
look like? Who gets commemorated in art and why? And how do we react to
statues of politicians we deplore? In this book—against a background of today’s
“sculpture wars”—Mary Beard tells the story of how for more than two millennia
portraits of the rich, powerful, and famous in the western world have been
shaped by the image of Roman emperors, especially the “Twelve Caesars,” from
the ruthless Julius Caesar to the fly-torturing Domitian. Twelve Caesars asks why
these murderous autocrats have loomed so large in art from antiquity and the
Renaissance to today, when hapless leaders are still caricatured as Neros
fiddling while Rome burns. Beginning with the importance of imperial portraits in
Roman politics, this richly illustrated book offers a tour through 2,000 years of art
and cultural history, presenting a fresh look at works by artists from Memling and
Mantegna to the nineteenth-century American sculptor Edmonia Lewis, as well
as by generations of weavers, cabinetmakers, silversmiths, printers, and
ceramicists. Rather than a story of a simple repetition of stable, blandly
conservative images of imperial men and women, Twelve Caesars is an
unexpected tale of changing identities, clueless or deliberate misidentifications,
fakes, and often ambivalent representations of authority. From Beard’s
reconstruction of Titian’s extraordinary lost Room of the Emperors to her
reinterpretation of Henry VIII’s famous Caesarian tapestries, Twelve Caesars
includes fascinating detective work and offers a gripping story of some of the
most challenging and disturbing portraits of power ever created. Published in
association with the Center for Advanced Study in the Visual Arts, National
Gallery of Art, Washington, DC
The classical civilizations of Greece and Rome once dominated the world, and
they continue to fascinate and inspire us. Classical art and architecture, drama
and epic, philosophy and politics -- these are the foundations of Western
civilization. In The Classical World, eminent classicist Robin Lane Fox brilliantly
chronicles this vast sweep of history from Homer to the reign of Augustus. From
the Peloponnesian War through the creation of Athenian democracy, from the
turbulent empire of Alexander the Great to the creation of the Roman Empire and
the emergence of Christianity, Robin Lane Fox serves as our witty and trenchant
guide. He introduces us to extraordinary heroes and horrific villains, great
thinkers and blood-thirsty tyrants. Throughout this vivid tour of two of the greatest
civilizations the world has ever known, we remain in the hands of a great master.
Two more of Plutarch's lives, covering the careers of the Spartan kings, Agis and
Cleomenes.
Draws on a wide range of period writings, from essays on rhetoric to a surviving joke book, to
explore the culture of humor in ancient Rome, offering insight into what was considered funny
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at the time and how everyday Romans expressed their humor. By the author of The Fires of
Vesuvius.
Mary Beard's by now famous blog A Don's Life has been running on the TLS website for nearly
three years. In it she has made her name as a wickedly subversive commentator on the world
in which we live. Her central themes are the classics, universities and teaching -- and much
else besides. What are academics for? Who was the first African Roman emperor? Looting -ancient and modern. Are modern exams easier? Keep lesbos for the lesbians. Did St Valentine
exist? What made the Romans laugh? That is just a small taste of this selection (and some of
the choicer responses) which will inform, occasionally provoke and cannot fail to entertain.
From prehistoric Mexico to modern Istanbul, Mary Beard looks beyond the familiar canon of
Western imagery to explore the history of art, religion, and humanity. Conceived as a
gorgeously illustrated accompaniment to “How Do We Look” and “The Eye of Faith,” the
famed Civilisations shows on PBS, renowned classicist Mary Beard has created this elegant
volume on how we have looked at art. Focusing in Part I on the Olmec heads of early
Mesoamerica, the colossal statues of the pharaoh Amenhotep III, and the nudes of classical
Greece, Beard explores the power, hierarchy, and gender politics of the art of the ancient
world, and explains how it came to define the so-called civilized world. In Part II, Beard
chronicles some of the most breathtaking religious imagery ever made—whether at Angkor Wat,
Ravenna, Venice, or in the art of Jewish and Islamic calligraphers— to show how all religions,
ancient and modern, have faced irreconcilable problems in trying to picture the divine. With this
classic volume, Beard redefines the Western-and male-centric legacies of Ernst Gombrich and
Kenneth Clark.
The ruined silhouette of the Parthenon on its hill above Athens is one of the world's most
famous images. Its 'looted' Elgin Marbles are a global cause celebre. But what actually are
they? In a revised and updated edition, Mary Beard, award winning writer, reviewer and
leading Cambridge classicist, tells the history and explains the significance of the Parthenon,
the temple of the virgin goddess Athena, the divine patroness of ancient Athens.
From deserts to hidden corners of busy cities, quiet mountain tops to caves submerged deep
underground, Great Sites of the Ancient World is a tour of our human past.
This definitive biography of one of history's most influential father-son duos tells the story of
two rulers who gripped the world -- and their rise and fall from power. Alexander the Great's
conquests staggered the world. He led his army across thousands of miles, overthrowing the
greatest empires of his time and building a new one in their place. He claimed to be the son of
a god, but he was actually the son of Philip II of Macedon. Philip inherited a minor kingdom that
was on the verge of dismemberment, but despite his youth and inexperience, he made
Macedonia dominant throughout Greece. It was Philip who created the armies that Alexander
led into war against Persia. In Philip and Alexander, classical historian Adrian Goldsworthy
shows that without the work and influence of his father, Alexander could not have achieved so
much. This is the groundbreaking biography of two men who together conquered the world.
In "The Death of Ivan Ilyich," a middle-aged judge falls gravely ill and is shinned by his
materialistic family; and in "Confession," Tolstoy charts his own religious evolution from his
rejection of the Orthodox Church to his embrace of spirituality.
Dramatic artist, natural scientist and philosopher, Plutarch is widely regarded as the most
significant historian of his era, writing sharp and succinct accounts of the greatest politicians
and statesman of the classical period. Taken from the Lives, a series of biographies spanning
the Graeco-Roman age, this collection illuminates the twilight of the old Roman Republic from
157-43 bc. Whether describing the would-be dictators Marius and Sulla, the battle between
Crassus and Spartacus, the death of political idealist Crato, Julius Caesar's harrowing triumph
in Gaul or the eloquent oratory of Cicero, all offer a fascinating insight into an empire wracked
by political divisions. Deeply influential on Shakespeare and many other later writers, they
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continue to fascinate today with their exploration of corruption, decadence and the struggle for
ultimate power.

"Wonderful…a thoughtful discussion of what made [the Greeks] so important, in their
own time and in ours." —Natalie Haynes, Independent The ancient Greeks invented
democracy, theater, rational science, and philosophy. They built the Parthenon and the
Library of Alexandria. Yet this accomplished people never formed a single unified social
or political identity. In Introducing the Ancient Greeks, acclaimed classics scholar Edith
Hall offers a bold synthesis of the full 2,000 years of Hellenic history to show how the
ancient Greeks were the right people, at the right time, to take up the baton of human
progress. Hall portrays a uniquely rebellious, inquisitive, individualistic people whose
ideas and creations continue to enthrall thinkers centuries after the Greek world was
conquered by Rome. These are the Greeks as you’ve never seen them before.
One of the most visited places in the world, Rome attracts millions of tourists each year
to walk its storied streets and see famous sites like the Colosseum, St. Peter’s
Basilica, and the Trevi Fountain. Yet this ancient city’s allure is due as much to its rich,
unbroken history as to its extraordinary array of landmarks. Countless incarnations and
eras merge in the Roman cityscape. With a history spanning nearly three millennia, no
other place can quite match the resilience and reinventions of the aptly nicknamed
Eternal City. In this unique and visually engaging book, Jessica Maier considers Rome
through the eyes of mapmakers and artists who have managed to capture something of
its essence over the centuries. Viewing the city as not one but ten “Romes,” she
explores how the varying maps and art reflect each era’s key themes. Ranging from
modest to magnificent, the images comprise singular aesthetic monuments like
paintings and grand prints as well as more popular and practical items like massproduced tourist plans, archaeological surveys, and digitizations. The most iconic and
important images of the city appear alongside relatively obscure, unassuming items that
have just as much to teach us about Rome’s past. Through 140 full-color images and
thoughtful overviews of each era, Maier provides an accessible, comprehensive look at
Rome’s many overlapping layers of history in this landmark volume. The first Englishlanguage book to tell Rome’s rich story through its maps, The Eternal City beautifully
captures the past, present, and future of one of the most famous and enduring places
on the planet.
WINNER OF THE WOLFSON HISTORY PRIZE 2008 'The world's most controversial
classicist debunks our movie-style myths about the Roman town with meticulous
scholarship and propulsive energy' Laura Silverman, Daily Mail The ruins of Pompeii,
buried by an explosion of Vesuvius in 79 CE, offer the best evidence we have of
everyday life in the Roman empire. This remarkable book rises to the challenge of
making sense of those remains, as well as exploding many myths: the very date of the
eruption, probably a few months later than usually thought; or the hygiene of the baths
which must have been hotbeds of germs; or the legendary number of brothels, most
likely only one; or the massive death count, maybe less than ten per cent of the
population. An extraordinary and involving portrait of an ancient town, its life and its
continuing re-discovery, by Britain's favourite classicist.
Although Pompeii still does not give up its secrets quite as easily as it may seem, Mary
Beard makes sense of the remains. From sex to politics, food to religion, slavery to
literacy, she offers us the big picture of the inhabitants of the lost city.
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This is the story of the greatest empire the world has ever known. Simon Baker charts
the rise and fall of the world's first superpower, focusing on six momentous turning
points that shaped Roman history. Welcome to Rome as you've never seen it before awesome and splendid, gritty and squalid. From the conquest of the Mediterranean
beginning in the third century BC to the destruction of the Roman Empire at the hands
of barbarian invaders some seven centuries later, we discover the most critical
episodes in Roman history: the spectacular collapse of the 'free' republic, the birth of
the age of the 'Caesars', the violent suppression of the strongest rebellion against
Roman power, and the bloody civil war that launched Christianity as a world religion. At
the heart of this account are the dynamic, complex but flawed characters of some of the
most powerful rulers in history: men such as Pompey the Great, Julius Caesar,
Augustus, Nero and Constantine. Putting flesh on the bones of these distant, legendary
figures, Simon Baker looks beyond the dusty, toga-clad caricatures and explores their
real motivations and ambitions, intrigues and rivalries. The superb narrative, full of
energy and imagination, is a brilliant distillation of the latest scholarship and a
wonderfully evocative account of Ancient Rome.
The Colosseum was Imperial Rome's monument to warfare. Like a cathedral of death it
towered over the city and invited its citizens, 50,000 at a time, to watch murderous
gladiatorial games. It is now visited by two million visitors a year (Hitler was among
them). Award winning classicist, Mary Beard with Keith Hopkins, tell the story of
Rome's greatest arena: how it was built; the gladiatorial and other games that were
held there; the training of the gladiators; the audiences who revelled in the games, the
emperors who staged them and the critics. And the strange after story - the Colosseum
has been fort, store, church, and glue factory.
Presents a survey of the empires of Egypt, Rome, Babylonia, Persia, India, and China
between 1600 B.C and 500 A.D.
Mary Beard and John Henderson link a haunting temple on a lonely mountainside to
the glory of ancient Greece and the grandeur of Rome, and to classics within modern
culture-from Jefferson and Byron to Asterix and Ben-Hur. Rather than focusing on the
traditional retelling of the classics, the authors concentrate on one particular artifact-the
friezes from the Temple of Apollo at Bassae in Arcadia-as a springboard to explore,
define, and debate the relationship between our contemporary world and the ancient
one.
Her central themes are the classics, universities and teaching - and much else besides.
In this second collection following on from the success of It's a Don's Life, Beard
ponders whether Gaddafi's home is Roman or not, we share her 'terror of humiliation'
as she enters 'hairdresser country' and follow her dilemma as she wanders through the
quandary of illegible handwriting on examination papers and 'longing for the next
dyslexic' - on whose paper the answers are typed, not handwritten. Praise for It's a
Don's Life 'Delightful... it has the virtues of brevity, eclecticism and learning worn
lightly... if they'd had Mary Beard on their side back then, the Romans would still have
their empire' Daily Mail
Jane Ellen Harrison (1850-1928) is the most famous female Classicist in history, the
author of books that revolutionized our understanding of Greek culture and religion.
This lively and innovative portrayal of a fascinating woman raises the question of who
wins (and how) in the competition for academic fame.
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An internationally recognized historian presents a revealing tour of the ancient world,
shedding new light on Greek and Roman history.
A three title volume on warfare in the ancient world No student of warfare in the ancient
world should be without Eugene S. McCartney's brilliant work on the subject. This book
appears in its entirety as the first piece in this special Leonaur edition which also
includes campaign and battlefield maps absent from other editions. McCartney's
research is exemplary; he not only gives examples of every aspect of Roman and
Greek military tactics, formation, organisation, logistics, engineering and weapons but
also provides numerous examples of how and when they were employed-successfully
or otherwise-by describing relevant campaigns and engagements. What makes this
Leonaur volume particularly important for military historians is that reference is
frequently made to Creasy's classic work on the fifteen most decisive battles in history.
Five of these conflicts took place in the ancient period and Creasy's learned essays on
these battles have been included here for easy reference when reading the principal
text. Also cited in the principal text is Ralph Payne-Gallwey's work on ancient artillery,
such as the balista and catapult; that, complete with its excellent and detailed line
drawings, concludes an essential volume that will enhance any library on warfare in the
ancient world. Recommended. Leonaur editions are newly typeset and are not
facsimiles; each title is available in softcover and hardback with dustjacket.
Mary Beard is one of the world's best-known classicists - a brilliant academic, with a
rare gift for communicating with a wide audience both though her TV presenting and
her books. In a series of sparkling essays, she explores our rich classical heritage from Greek drama to Roman jokes, introducing some larger-than-life characters of
classical history, such as Alexander the Great, Nero and Boudicca. She invites you into
the places where Greeks and Romans lived and died, from the palace at Knossos to
Cleopatra's Alexandria - and reveals the often hidden world of slaves. She takes a fresh
look at both scholarly controversies and popular interpretations of the ancient world,
from The Golden Bough to Asterix. The fruit of over thirty years in the world of classical
scholarship, Confronting the Classics captures the world of antiquity and its modern
significance with wit, verve and scholarly expertise.
New York Times Bestseller A New York Times Notable Book Named one of the Best
Books of the Year by the Wall Street Journal, the Economist, Foreign Affairs, and
Kirkus Reviews Finalist for the National Book Critics Circle Award (Nonfiction)
Shortlisted for the Cundill Prize in Historical Literature Finalist for the Los Angeles
Times Book Prize (History) A San Francisco Chronicle Holiday Gift Guide Selection A
New York Times Book Review Editors’ Choice Selection A sweeping, "magisterial"
history of the Roman Empire from one of our foremost classicists shows why Rome
remains "relevant to people many centuries later" (Atlantic). In SPQR, an instant
classic, Mary Beard narrates the history of Rome "with passion and without technical
jargon" and demonstrates how "a slightly shabby Iron Age village" rose to become the
"undisputed hegemon of the Mediterranean" (Wall Street Journal). Hailed by critics as
animating "the grand sweep and the intimate details that bring the distant past vividly to
life" (Economist) in a way that makes "your hair stand on end" (Christian Science
Monitor) and spanning nearly a thousand years of history, this "highly informative,
highly readable" (Dallas Morning News) work examines not just how we think of ancient
Rome but challenges the comfortable historical perspectives that have existed for
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centuries. With its nuanced attention to class, democratic struggles, and the lives of
entire groups of people omitted from the historical narrative for centuries, SPQR will to
shape our view of Roman history for decades to come.
An updated edition of the Sunday Times Bestseller Britain's best-known classicist Mary
Beard, is also a committed and vocal feminist. With wry wit, she revisits the gender
agenda and shows how history has treated powerful women. Her examples range from
the classical world to the modern day, from Medusa and Athena to Theresa May and
Hillary Clinton. Beard explores the cultural underpinnings of misogyny, considering the
public voice of women, our cultural assumptions about women's relationship with
power, and how powerful women resist being packaged into a male template. A year on
since the advent of #metoo, Beard looks at how the discussions have moved on during
this time, and how that intersects with issues of rape and consent, and the stories men
tell themselves to support their actions. In trademark Beardian style, using examples
ancient and modern, Beard argues, 'it's time for change - and now!' From the author of
international bestseller SPQR: A History of Ancient Rome.
A comprehensive and radical new survey of religious life in Rome over the course of a
millennium.
For nineteenth-century thinkers in Germany and Britain, who looked to Greece as the acme of
past civilization, the Greeks' enjoyment of pederasty presented a problem. Daniel Orrells's
study explores the way in which this awkward issue was negotiated.
A National Book Critics Circle Award finalist, this is “the perfect introduction to classical
studies, and deserves to become something of a standard work” (Observer). Mary Beard,
drawing on thirty years of teaching and writing about Greek and Roman history, provides a
panoramic portrait of the classical world, a book in which we encounter not only Cleopatra and
Alexander the Great, Julius Caesar and Hannibal, but also the common people—the millions of
inhabitants of the Roman Empire, the slaves, soldiers, and women. How did they live? Where
did they go if their marriage was in trouble or if they were broke? Or, perhaps just as important,
how did they clean their teeth? Effortlessly combining the epic with the quotidian, Beard forces
us along the way to reexamine so many of the assumptions we held as gospel—not the least of
them the perception that the Emperor Caligula was bonkers or Nero a monster. With capacious
wit and verve, Beard demonstrates that, far from being carved in marble, the classical world is
still very much alive.
"First published in Great Britain in 2002 by Profile Books"--T.p. verso.
Explores the relationship between the contemporary world and the ancient one.
NATIONAL BESTSELLER For millennia, Carthage’s triumph over Rome at Cannae in 216
B.C. has inspired reverence and awe. No general since has matched Hannibal’s most
unexpected, innovative, and brutal military victory. Now Robert L. O’Connell, one of the most
admired names in military history, tells the whole story of Cannae for the first time, giving us a
stirring account of this apocalyptic battle, its causes and consequences. O’Connell brilliantly
conveys how Rome amassed a giant army to punish Carthage’s masterful commander, how
Hannibal outwitted enemies that outnumbered him, and how this disastrous pivot point in
Rome’s history ultimately led to the republic’s resurgence and the creation of its empire.
Piecing together decayed shreds of ancient reportage, the author paints powerful portraits of
the leading players, from Hannibal—resolutely sane and uncannily strategic—to Scipio Africanus,
the self-promoting Roman military tribune. Finally, O’Connell reveals how Cannae’s legend
has inspired and haunted military leaders ever since, and the lessons it teaches for our own
wars.
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