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Introduction -- Cheap nature -- Cheap money -Cheap work -- Cheap care -- Cheap food -- Cheap
energy -- Cheap lives -- Conclusion
How did the dynamic economic system we know as
capitalism develop among the peasants and lords of
feudal Europe? In The Origin of Capitalism, a nowclassic work of history, Ellen Meiksins Wood offers
readers a clear and accessible introduction to the
theories and debates concerning the birth of
capitalism, imperialism, and the modern nation state.
Capitalism is not a natural and inevitable
consequence of human nature, nor simply an
extension of age-old practices of trade and
commerce. Rather, it is a late and localized product
of very specific historical conditions, which required
great transformations in social relations and in the
relationship between humans and nature.
From world-renowned economist Paul Collier, a
candid diagnosis of the failures of capitalism and a
pragmatic and realistic vision for how we can repair
it. Deep new rifts are tearing apart the fabric of the
United States and other Western societies: thriving
cities versus rural counties, the highly skilled elite
versus the less educated, wealthy versus developing
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countries. As these divides deepen, we have lost the
sense of ethical obligation to others that was crucial
to the rise of post-war social democracy. So far
these rifts have been answered only by the revivalist
ideologies of populism and socialism, leading to the
seismic upheavals of Trump, Brexit, and the return of
the far-right in Germany. We have heard many
critiques of capitalism but no one has laid out a
realistic way to fix it, until now. In a passionate and
polemical book, celebrated economist Paul Collier
outlines brilliantly original and ethical ways of healing
these rifts—economic, social and cultural—with the
cool head of pragmatism, rather than the fervor of
ideological revivalism. He reveals how he has
personally lived across these three divides, moving
from working-class Sheffield to hyper-competitive
Oxford, and working between Britain and Africa, and
acknowledges some of the failings of his profession.
Drawing on his own solutions as well as ideas from
some of the world’s most distinguished social
scientists, he shows us how to save capitalism from
itself—and free ourselves from the intellectual
baggage of the twentieth century.
"This book is written to show that the greater output
of goods and services on which material progress
depends cannot be expected with certainty under
any form of socialism that has yet been
proposed."--Preface.
We know that our world is undergoing seismic
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change—but how can we emerge from the crisis a
fairer, more equal society? Over the past two
centuries or so, capitalism has undergone profound
changes—economic cycles that veer from boom to
bust—from which it has always emerged transformed
and strengthened. Surveying this turbulent history,
Paul Mason’s Postcapitalism argues that we are on
the brink of a change so big and so profound that
this time capitalism itself, the immensely complex
system within which entire societies function, will
mutate into something wholly new. At the heart of
this change is information technology, a revolution
that is driven by capitalism but, with its tendency to
push the value of much of what we make toward
zero, has the potential to destroy an economy based
on markets, wages, and private ownership. Almost
unnoticed, in the niches and hollows of the market
system, swaths of economic life are beginning to
move to a different rhythm. Vast numbers of people
are changing how they behave and live, in ways
contrary to the current system of state-backed
corporate capitalism. And as the terrain changes,
new paths open. In this bold and prophetic book,
Mason shows how, from the ashes of the crisis, we
have the chance to create a more socially just and
sustainable economy. Although the dangers ahead
are profound, he argues that there is cause for hope.
This is the first time in human history in which,
equipped with an understanding of what is
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happening around us, we can predict and shape the
future.
Explains why the environmental crisis should lead to
an abandonment of "free market" ideologies and
current political systems, arguing that a massive
reduction of greenhouse emissions may offer a best
chance for correcting problems.
When the 10 largest corporations have more
combined economic power than 92% of all countries
on Earth combined, the 50 largest financial
corporations control wealth equal to 90% of Earth's
GDP, the richest 1% of humans have more wealth
than 99% of the world combined, and the eight
richest humans have more wealth than the bottom
50% of Earth's entire population combined . . . it's
safe to say humanity is in trouble.This is the only
book you ever need to read to understand exactly
what is wrong with our global economy today and
how to fix it. Written by International Political
Economy expert and former U.S. Government
Intelligence operative, Ferris Eanfar. All proceeds go
to the nonprofit, nonpartisan AngelPay Foundation.
For the first time in history, the globe is dominated by
one economic system. Capitalism prevails because it
delivers prosperity and meets desires for autonomy.
But it also is unstable and morally defective.
Surveying the varieties and futures of capitalism,
Branko Milanovic offers creative solutions to improve
a system that isn’t going anywhere.
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After the financial crash and the great recession, the
media rediscovered Karl Marx, socialist theory, and
the very idea that capitalism can be questioned. But
in spite of the publicity, the main paths of
contemporary critical thought have gone unexplored
outside of the academy. Benjamin Kunkel’s Utopia
or Bust leads readers – whether politically committed
or simply curious – through the most important
critical theory today. Written with the wit and verve of
Kunkel’s best-selling novel, Indecision, this
introduction to contemporary Leftist thinkers
engages with the revolutionary philosophy of Slavoj
Žižek, the economic analyses of David Graeber and
David Harvey, and the cultural diagnoses of Fredric
Jameson. Discussing the ongoing crisis of capitalism
in light of ideas of full employment, debt forgiveness,
and “fictitious capital,” Utopia or Bust is a tour
through the world of Marxist thought and an
examination of the basis of Western society today.
Reimagining our global economy so it becomes more
sustainable and prosperous for all Our global economic
system is broken. But we can replace the current picture
of global upheaval, unsustainability, and uncertainty with
one of an economy that works for all people, and the
planet. First, we must eliminate rising income inequality
within societies where productivity and wage growth has
slowed. Second, we must reduce the dampening effect
of monopoly market power wielded by large corporations
on innovation and productivity gains. And finally, the
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short-sighted exploitation of natural resources that is
corroding the environment and affecting the lives of
many for the worse must end. The debate over the
causes of the broken economy—laissez-faire
government, poorly managed globalization, the rise of
technology in favor of the few, or yet another reason—is
wide open. Stakeholder Capitalism: A Global Economy
that Works for Progress, People and Planet argues
convincingly that if we don't start with recognizing the
true shape of our problems, our current system will
continue to fail us. To help us see our challenges more
clearly, Schwab—the Founder and Executive Chairman of
the World Economic Forum—looks for the real causes of
our system's shortcomings, and for solutions in best
practices from around the world in places as diverse as
China, Denmark, Ethiopia, Germany, Indonesia, New
Zealand, and Singapore. And in doing so, Schwab finds
emerging examples of new ways of doing things that
provide grounds for hope, including: Individual agency:
how countries and policies can make a difference
against large external forces A clearly defined social
contract: agreement on shared values and goals allows
government, business, and individuals to produce the
most optimal outcomes Planning for future generations:
short-sighted presentism harms our shared future, and
that of those yet to be born Better measures of economic
success: move beyond a myopic focus on GDP to more
complete, human-scaled measures of societal flourishing
By accurately describing our real situation, Stakeholder
Capitalism is able to pinpoint achievable ways to deal
with our problems. Chapter by chapter, Professor
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Schwab shows us that there are ways for everyone at all
levels of society to reshape the broken pieces of the
global economy and—country by country, company by
company, and citizen by citizen—glue them back together
in a way that benefits us all.
An analysis of contemporary violence as the new
commodity of today's hyper-consumerist stage of
capitalism. “Death has become the most profitable
business in existence.” —from Gore Capitalism Written
by the Tijuana activist intellectual Sayak Valencia, Gore
Capitalism is a crucial essay that posits a decolonial,
feminist philosophical approach to the outbreak of
violence in Mexico and, more broadly, across the global
regions of the Third World. Valencia argues that violence
itself has become a product within hyper-consumerist
neoliberal capitalism, and that tortured and mutilated
bodies have become commodities to be traded and
utilized for profit in an age of impunity and governmental
austerity. In a lucid and transgressive voice, Valencia
unravels the workings of the politics of death in the
context of contemporary networks of hyper-consumption,
the ups and downs of capital markets, drug trafficking,
narcopower, and the impunity of the neoliberal state. She
looks at the global rise of authoritarian governments, the
erosion of civil society, the increasing violence against
women, the deterioration of human rights, and the
transformation of certain cities and regions into
depopulated, ghostly settings for war. She offers a
trenchant critique of masculinity and gender
constructions in Mexico, linking their misogynist force to
the booming trade in violence. This book is essential
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reading for anyone seeking to analyze the new
landscapes of war. It provides novel categories that allow
us to deconstruct what is happening, while proposing
vital epistemological tools developed in the convulsive
Third World border space of Tijuana.
Early in the twenty-first century, a quiet revolution
occurred. For the first time, the major developed
economies began to invest more in intangible assets, like
design, branding, and software, than in tangible assets,
like machinery, buildings, and computers. For all sorts of
businesses, the ability to deploy assets that one can
neither see nor touch is increasingly the main source of
long-term success. But this is not just a familiar story of
the so-called new economy. Capitalism without Capital
shows that the growing importance of intangible assets
has also played a role in some of the larger economic
changes of the past decade, including the growth in
economic inequality and the stagnation of productivity.
Jonathan Haskel and Stian Westlake explore the
unusual economic characteristics of intangible
investment and discuss how an economy rich in
intangibles is fundamentally different from one based on
tangibles. Capitalism without Capital concludes by
outlining how managers, investors, and policymakers
can exploit the characteristics of an intangible age to
grow their businesses, portfolios, and economies.
The wake of the financial crisis has inspired hopes for
dramatic change and stirred visions of capitalism’s
terminal collapse. Yet capitalism is not on its deathbed,
utopia is not in our future, and revolution is not in the
cards. In Capitalism on Edge, Albena Azmanova
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demonstrates that radical progressive change is still
attainable, but it must come from an unexpected
direction. Azmanova’s new critique of capitalism focuses
on the competitive pursuit of profit rather than on forms
of ownership and patterns of wealth distribution. She
contends that neoliberal capitalism has mutated into a
new form—precarity capitalism—marked by the
emergence of a precarious multitude. Widespread
economic insecurity ails the 99 percent across
differences in income, education, and professional
occupation; it is the underlying cause of such diverse
hardships as work-related stress and chronic
unemployment. In response, Azmanova calls for forging
a broad alliance of strange bedfellows whose discontent
would challenge not only capitalism’s unfair outcomes
but also the drive for profit at its core. To achieve this
synthesis, progressive forces need to go beyond the old
ideological certitudes of, on the left, fighting inequality
and, on the right, increasing competition. Azmanova
details reforms that would enable a dramatic
transformation of the current system without a
revolutionary break. An iconoclastic critique of left
orthodoxy, Capitalism on Edge confronts the intellectual
and political impasses of our time to discern a new path
of emancipation.
Despite creating vast inequalities and propping up
reactionary world regimes, capitalism has many
passionate defenders—but not because of what it
withholds from some and gives to others. Capitalism
dominates, Todd McGowan argues, because it mimics
the structure of our desire while hiding the trauma that
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the system inflicts upon it. People from all backgrounds
enjoy what capitalism provides, but at the same time are
told more and better is yet to come. Capitalism traps us
through an incomplete satisfaction that compels us after
the new, the better, and the more. Capitalism's parasitic
relationship to our desires gives it the illusion of
corresponding to our natural impulses, which is how
capitalism's defenders characterize it. By understanding
this psychic strategy, McGowan hopes to divest us of our
addiction to capitalist enrichment and help us rediscover
enjoyment as we actually experienced it. By locating it in
the present, McGowan frees us from our attachment to a
better future and the belief that capitalism is an essential
outgrowth of human nature. From this perspective, our
economic, social, and political worlds open up to real
political change. Eloquent and enlivened by examples
from film, television, consumer culture, and everyday life,
Capitalism and Desire brings a new, psychoanalytically
grounded approach to political and social theory.
The relationship between capital and ecology in the
longue durée Finance. Climate. Food. Work. How are the
crises of the twenty-first century connected? In
Capitalism in the Web of Life, Jason W. Moore argues
that the sources of today’s global turbulence have a
common cause: capitalism as a way of organizing
nature, including human nature. Drawing on
environmentalist, feminist, and Marxist thought, Moore
offers a groundbreaking new synthesis: capitalism as a
“world-ecology” of wealth, power, and nature.
Capitalism’s greatest strength—and the source of its
problems—is its capacity to create Cheap Natures: labor,
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food, energy, and raw materials. That capacity is now in
question. Rethinking capitalism through the pulsing and
renewing dialectic of humanity-in-nature, Moore takes
readers on a journey from the rise of capitalism to the
modern mosaic of crisis. Capitalism in the Web of Life
shows how the critique of capitalism-in-nature—rather
than capitalism and nature—is key to understanding our
predicament, and to pursuing the politics of liberation in
the century ahead.
How business appropriated the pastoral landscape, as
seen in the corporate campus, the corporate estate, and
the office park. By the end of the twentieth century,
America's suburbs contained more office space than its
central cities. Many of these corporate workplaces were
surrounded, somewhat incongruously, by verdant vistas
of broad lawns and leafy trees. In Pastoral Capitalism,
Louise Mozingo describes the evolution of these central
(but often ignored) features of postwar urbanism in the
context of the modern capitalist enterprise. These new
suburban corporate landscapes emerged from a
historical moment when corporations reconceived their
management structures, the city decentralized and
dispersed into low-density, auto-dependent peripheries,
and the pastoral—in the form of leafy residential
suburbs—triumphed as an American ideal. Greenness,
writes Mozingo, was associated with goodness, and
pastoral capitalism appropriated the suburb's aesthetics
and moral code. Like the lawn-proud suburban
homeowner, corporations understood a pastoral
landscape's capacity to communicate identity, status,
and right-mindedness. Mozingo distinguishes among
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three forms of corporate landscapes—the corporate
campus, the corporate estate, and the office park—and
examines suburban corporate landscapes built and
inhabited by such companies as Bell Labs, General
Motors, Deere & Company, and Microsoft. She also
considers the globalization of pastoral capitalism in
Europe and the developing world including Singapore,
India, and China. Mozingo argues that, even as it is
proliferating, pastoral capitalism needs redesign, as do
many of our metropolitan forms, for pressing social,
cultural, political, and environmental reasons. Future
transformations are impossible, however, unless we
understand the past. Pastoral Capitalism offers an
indispensible chapter in urban history, examining not
only the design of corporate landscapes but also the
economic, social, and cultural models that determined
their form.
A renowned Harvard professor debunks prevailing
orthodoxy with a new intellectual foundation and a
practical pathway forward for a system that has lost its
moral and ethical foundation. Free market capitalism is
one of humanity's greatest inventions and the greatest
source of prosperity the world has ever seen. But this
success has been costly. Capitalism is on the verge of
destroying the planet and destabilizing society as wealth
rushes to the top. The time for action is running short.
Rebecca Henderson's rigorous research in economics,
psychology, and organizational behavior, as well as her
many years of work with companies around the world,
give us a path forward. She debunks the worldview that
the only purpose of business is to make money and
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maximize shareholder value. She shows that we have
failed to reimagine capitalism so that it is not only an
engine of prosperity but also a system that is in harmony
with environmental realities, the striving for social justice,
and the demands of truly democratic institutions.
Henderson's deep understanding of how change takes
place, combined with fascinating in-depth stories of
companies that have made the first steps towards
reimagining capitalism, provide inspiring insight into what
capitalism can be. Together with rich discussions of
important role of government and how the worlds of
finance, governance, and leadership must also evolve,
Henderson provides the pragmatic foundation for
navigating a world faced with unprecedented challenge,
but also with extraordinary opportunity for those who can
get it right.
Capitalism in the Web of LifeEcology and the
Accumulation of CapitalVerso Books
Popular opinion would have us believe that America's free
market system is driven by greed and materialism, resulting in
gross inequalities of wealth, destruction of the environment,
and other social ills. Even proponents of capitalism often refer
to the free market as simply a 'lesser evil' whose faults are
preferable to those of social democracy or communism. But
what if the conventional understanding of capitalism as
corrupt and unprincipled is wrong? What if the free market
economy actually reinforces Christian values? In Wealth and
Justice: The Morality of Democratic Capitalism, Arthur C.
Brooks and Peter Wehner explore how America's system of
democratic capitalism both depends upon and cultivates an
intricate social web of families, churches, and communities.
Far from oppressing and depriving individuals, the free
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market system uniquely enables Americans to exercise
vocation and experience the dignity of self-sufficiency, all
while contributing to the common good. The fruits of this
system include the alleviation of poverty, better health, and
greater access to education than at any other time in human
history-but also a more significant prosperity: the flourishing
of the human soul.
From the New York Times bestselling author of Big Data, a
prediction for how data will revolutionize the market economy
and make cash, banks, and big companies obsolete In
modern history, the story of capitalism has been a story of
firms and financiers. That's all going to change thanks to the
Big Data revolution. As Viktor Mayer-Schönberger, bestselling
author of Big Data, and Thomas Ramge, who writes for The
Economist, show, data is replacing money as the driver of
market behavior. Big finance and big companies will be
replaced by small groups and individual actors who make
markets instead of making things: think Uber instead of Ford,
or Airbnb instead of Hyatt. This is the dawn of the era of data
capitalism. Will it be an age of prosperity or of calamity? This
book provides the indispensable roadmap for securing a
better future.
An argument for the centrality of the visual culture of
waste—as seen in works by international contemporary
artists—to the study of our ecological condition. Ecological
crisis has driven contemporary artists to engage with waste in
its most non-biodegradable forms: plastics, e-waste, toxic
waste, garbage hermetically sealed in landfills. In this
provocative and original book, Amanda Boetzkes links the
increasing visualization of waste in contemporary art to the
rise of the global oil economy and the emergence of
ecological thinking. Often, when art is analyzed in relation to
the political, scientific, or ecological climate, it is considered
merely illustrative. Boetzkes argues that art is constitutive of
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an ecological consciousness, not simply an extension of it.
The visual culture of waste is central to the study of the
ecological condition. Boetzkes examines a series of works by
an international roster of celebrated artists, including Thomas
Hirschhorn, Francis Alÿs, Song Dong, Tara Donovan, Agnès
Varda, Gabriel Orozco, and Mel Chin, among others,
mapping waste art from its modernist origins to the
development of a new waste imaginary generated by
contemporary artists. Boetzkes argues that these artists do
not offer a predictable or facile critique of consumer culture.
Bearing this in mind, she explores the ambivalent relationship
between waste (both aestheticized and reviled) and a global
economic regime that curbs energy expenditure while
promoting profitable forms of resource consumption.
Born in Italy, University of Chicago economist Luigi Zingales
witnessed firsthand the consequences of high inflation and
unemployment—paired with rampant nepotism and
cronyism—on a country's economy. This experience
profoundly shaped his professional interests, and in 1988 he
arrived in the United States, armed with a political passion
and the belief that economists should not merely interpret the
world, but should change it for the better. In A Capitalism for
the People, Zingales makes a forceful, philosophical, and at
times personal argument that the roots of American
capitalism are dying, and that the result is a drift toward the
more corrupt systems found throughout Europe and much of
the rest of the world. American capitalism, according to
Zingales, grew in a unique incubator that provided it with a
distinct flavor of competitiveness, a meritocratic nature that
fostered trust in markets and a faith in mobility. Lately,
however, that trust has been eroded by a betrayal of our probusiness elites, whose lobbying has come to dictate the
market rather than be subject to it, and this betrayal has
taken place with the complicity of our intellectual class.
Page 15/33

Read Online Capitalism In The Web Of Life
Ecology And The Accumulation Of Capital
Because of this trend, much of the country is
questioning—often with great anger—whether the system that
has for so long buoyed their hopes has now betrayed them
once and for all. What we are left with is either anti-market
pitchfork populism or pro-business technocratic insularity.
Neither of these options presents a way to preserve what the
author calls “the lighthouse” of American capitalism. Zingales
argues that the way forward is pro-market populism, a
fostering of truly free and open competition for the good of the
people—not for the good of big business. Drawing on the
historical record of American populism at the turn of the
twentieth century, Zingales illustrates how our current
circumstances aren't all that different. People in the middle
and at the bottom are getting squeezed, while people at the
top are only growing richer. The solutions now, as then, are
reforms to economic policy that level the playing field.
Reforms that may be anti-business (specifically anti-big
business), but are squarely pro-market. The question is
whether we can once again muster the courage to confront
the powers that be.
The challenges to humanity posed by the digital future, the
first detailed examination of the unprecedented form of power
called "surveillance capitalism," and the quest by powerful
corporations to predict and control our behavior. In this
masterwork of original thinking and research, Shoshana
Zuboff provides startling insights into the phenomenon that
she has named surveillance capitalism. The stakes could not
be higher: a global architecture of behavior modification
threatens human nature in the twenty-first century just as
industrial capitalism disfigured the natural world in the
twentieth. Zuboff vividly brings to life the consequences as
surveillance capitalism advances from Silicon Valley into
every economic sector. Vast wealth and power are
accumulated in ominous new "behavioral futures markets,"
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where predictions about our behavior are bought and sold,
and the production of goods and services is subordinated to a
new "means of behavioral modification." The threat has
shifted from a totalitarian Big Brother state to a ubiquitous
digital architecture: a "Big Other" operating in the interests of
surveillance capital. Here is the crucible of an unprecedented
form of power marked by extreme concentrations of
knowledge and free from democratic oversight. Zuboff's
comprehensive and moving analysis lays bare the threats to
twenty-first century society: a controlled "hive" of total
connection that seduces with promises of total certainty for
maximum profit -- at the expense of democracy, freedom, and
our human future. With little resistance from law or society,
surveillance capitalism is on the verge of dominating the
social order and shaping the digital future -- if we let it.
The relationship between capital and ecology in the longue
dur.e
Some thousands of years ago, the world was home to an
immense variety of large mammals. From wooly mammoths
and saber-toothed tigers to giant ground sloths and
armadillos the size of automobiles, these spectacular
creatures roamed freely. Then human beings arrived.
Devouring their way down the food chain as they spread
across the planet, they began a process of voracious
extinction that has continued to the present. Headlines today
are made by the existential threat confronting remaining large
animals such as rhinos and pandas. But the devastation
summoned by humans extends to humbler realms of
creatures including beetles, bats and butterflies. Researchers
generally agree that the current extinction rate is nothing
short of catastrophic. Currently the earth is losing about a
hundred species every day. This relentless extinction, Ashley
Dawson contends in a primer that combines vast scope with
elegant precision, is the product of a global attack on the
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commons, the great trove of air, water, plants and creatures,
as well as collectively created cultural forms such as
language, that have been regarded traditionally as the
inheritance of humanity as a whole. This attack has its
genesis in the need for capital to expand relentlessly into all
spheres of life. Extinction, Dawson argues, cannot be
understood in isolation from a critique of our economic
system. To achieve this we need to transgress the
boundaries between science, environmentalism and radical
politics. Extinction: A Radical History performs this task with
both brio and brilliance.
Capitalism and the Commons focuses on the political and
social perspectives that commons offer, how they are
appropriated or suppressed by capital and state, and how
social initiatives and movements contest these dynamics or
build their struggles on commoning. The volume comprises
theoretical and empirical approaches that engage with three
main themes: conceptualizing the commons, analyzing
practices of commoning, and exploring commons politics. In
their contributions, the authors focus on the development of
anti-capitalist commons and explore the issue of practice and
politics through case studies from Colombia, the Democratic
Republic of Congo, South Africa, and Africa more broadly,
Austria, Germany and South Korea, ranging from peri-urban
and rural agriculture to urban commons and how they
manifest in the Global South as well as in the Global North.
The book engages with different discourses on the commons
in regard to their relevance for social change and thereby
reinvigorates the political meaning of the commons. It
provides an original and important approach to the topic in
terms of conceptualization, detailing diverse empirical
realities, and analyzing potential perspectives. In so doing,
the book transcends narrow disciplinary boundaries and
expands the focus to the global. Providing a fresh perspective
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on the commons as a decisive component of alternatives, this
title will be relevant to scholars and students of resource
management, social movements, and sustainable
development more broadly.
A lively, accessible, and timely guide to Marxist economics for
those who want to understand and dismantle the world of the
1%. Economists regularly promote Capitalism as the greatest
system ever to grace the planet. With the same breath, they
implore us to leave the job of understanding the magical
powers of the market to the “experts.” Despite the efforts of
these mainstream commentators to convince us otherwise,
many of us have begun to question why this system has
produced such vast inequality and wanton disregard for its
own environmental destruction. This book offers answers to
exactly these questions on their own terms: in the form of a
radical economic theory. “Thier’s urgently needed book
strips away jargon to make Marx’s essential work accessible
to today’s diverse mass movements.” —Sarah Leonard,
contributing editor to The Nation “A great book for proletarian
chain-breaking.” —Rob Larson, author of Bit Tyrants: The
Political Economy of Silicon Valley “Thier unpacks the
mystery of capitalist inequality with lucid and accessible prose
. . . . We will need books like A People’s Guide to help us
make sense of the root causes of the financial crises that
shape so many of our struggles today.” —Keeanga-Yamahtta
Taylor, author of Race for Profit: How Banks and the Real
Estate Industry Undermined Black Homeownership “Ranging
from exploitation at work to the operations of modern finance,
this book takes the reader through a fine-tuned introduction to
Marx’s analysis of the modern economy . . . . Thier combines
theoretical explanation with contemporary examples to
illuminate the inner workings of capitalism . . . . Reminds us of
the urgent need for alternatives to a crisis-ridden system.”
—David McNally, author of Blood and Money
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Essays on the contemporary continuum of incarceration:
the biopolitics of juvenile delinquency, predatory policing,
the political economy of fees and fines, and algorithmic
policing. What we see happening in Ferguson and other
cities around the country is not the creation of livable
spaces, but the creation of living hells. When people are
trapped in a cycle of debt it also can affect their
subjectivity and how they temporally inhabit the world by
making it difficult for them to imagine and plan for the
future. What psychic toll does this have on residents?
How does it feel to be routinely dehumanized and
exploited by the police? —from Carceral Capitalism In this
collection of essays in Semiotext(e)'s Intervention series,
Jackie Wang examines the contemporary incarceration
techniques that have emerged since the 1990s. The
essays illustrate various aspects of the carceral
continuum, including the biopolitics of juvenile
delinquency, predatory policing, the political economy of
fees and fines, cybernetic governance, and algorithmic
policing. Included in this volume is Wang's influential
critique of liberal anti-racist politics, “Against
Innocence,” as well as essays on RoboCop, technopolicing, and the aesthetic problem of making invisible
forms of power legible. Wang shows that the new racial
capitalism begins with parasitic governance and
predatory lending that extends credit only to dispossess
later. Predatory lending has a decidedly spatial character
and exists in many forms, including subprime mortgage
loans, student loans for sham for-profit colleges, car
loans, rent-to-own scams, payday loans, and bail bond
loans. Parasitic governance, Wang argues, operates
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through five primary techniques: financial states of
exception, automation, extraction and looting,
confinement, and gratuitous violence. While these
techniques of governance often involve physical
confinement and the state-sanctioned execution of black
Americans, new carceral modes have blurred the
distinction between the inside and outside of prison. As
technologies of control are perfected, carcerality tends to
bleed into society.
Finance. Climate. Food. Work. How are the crises of the
twenty-first century connected? In Capitalism in the Web
of Life, Jason W. Moore argues that the sources of
today’s global turbulence have a common cause:
capitalism as a way of organizing nature, including
human nature. Drawing on environmentalist, feminist,
and Marxist thought, Moore offers a groundbreaking new
synthesis: capitalism as a “world-ecology” of wealth,
power, and nature. Capitalism’s greatest strength—and
the source of its problems—is its capacity to create
Cheap Natures: labor, food, energy, and raw materials.
That capacity is now in question. Rethinking capitalism
through the pulsing and renewing dialectic of humanity-innature, Moore takes readers on a journey from the rise of
capitalism to the modern mosaic of crisis. Capitalism in
the Web of Life shows how the critique of capitalism-innature—rather than capitalism and nature—is key to
understanding our predicament, and to pursuing the
politics of liberation in the century ahead.
Nature, money, work, care, food, energy, and lives:
these are the seven things that have made our world and
will shape its future. In making these things cheap,
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modern commerce has transformed, governed, and
devastated Earth. In A History of the World in Seven
Cheap Things, Raj Patel and Jason W. Moore present a
new approach to analyzing today’s planetary
emergencies. Bringing the latest ecological research
together with histories of colonialism, indigenous
struggles, slave revolts, and other rebellions and
uprisings, Patel and Moore demonstrate that throughout
history, crises have always prompted fresh strategies to
make the world cheap and safe for capitalism. At a time
of crisis in all seven cheap things, innovative and
systemic thinking is urgently required. This book
proposes a radical new way of understanding—and
reclaiming—the planet in the turbulent twenty-first
century.
A New York Times Bestseller A Wall Street Journal
Bestseller A New York Times Notable Book of 2020 A
New York Times Book Review Editors’ Choice
Shortlisted for the Financial Times and McKinsey
Business Book of the Year A New Statesman Book to
Read From economist Anne Case and Nobel Prize
winner Angus Deaton, a groundbreaking account of how
the flaws in capitalism are fatal for America's working
class Deaths of despair from suicide, drug overdose, and
alcoholism are rising dramatically in the United States,
claiming hundreds of thousands of American lives. Anne
Case and Angus Deaton explain the overwhelming surge
in these deaths and shed light on the social and
economic forces that are making life harder for the
working class. As the college educated become healthier
and wealthier, adults without a degree are literally dying
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from pain and despair. Case and Deaton tie the crisis to
the weakening position of labor, the growing power of
corporations, and a rapacious health-care sector that
redistributes working-class wages into the pockets of the
wealthy. This critically important book paints a troubling
portrait of the American dream in decline, and provides
solutions that can rein in capitalism's excesses and
make it work for everyone.
What keeps capitalism afloat? The global ocean has
through the centuries served as a trade route, strategic
space, fish bank and supply chain for the modern
capitalist economy. While sea beds are drilled for their
fossil fuels and minerals, and coastlines developed for
real estate and leisure, the oceans continue to absorb
the toxic discharges of our carbon civilization - warming,
expanding, and acidifying the blue water part of the
planet in ways that will bring unpredictable but
irreversible consequences for the rest of the biosphere.
In this bold and radical new book, Campling and Colás
analyze these and other sea-related phenomena through
a historical and geographical lens. In successive
chapters dealing with the political economy, ecology and
geopolitics of the sea, the authors argue that the earth's
geographical separation into land and sea has significant
consequences for capitalist development. The distinctive
features of this mode of production continuously seek to
transcend the land-sea binary in an incessant quest for
profit, engendering new alignments of sovereignty,
exploitation and appropriation in the capture and coding
of maritime spaces and resources.
From the legendary former Fed Chairman and the
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acclaimed Economist writer and historian, the full, epic
story of America's evolution from a small patchwork of
threadbare colonies to the most powerful engine of
wealth and innovation the world has ever seen.
Shortlisted for the 2018 Financial Times and McKinsey
Business Book of the Year Award From even the start of
his fabled career, Alan Greenspan was duly famous for
his deep understanding of even the most arcane corners
of the American economy, and his restless curiosity to
know even more. To the extent possible, he has made a
science of understanding how the US economy works
almost as a living organism--how it grows and changes,
surges and stalls. He has made a particular study of the
question of productivity growth, at the heart of which is
the riddle of innovation. Where does innovation come
from, and how does it spread through a society? And
why do some eras see the fruits of innovation spread
more democratically, and others, including our own, see
the opposite? In Capitalism in America, Greenspan
distills a lifetime of grappling with these questions into a
thrilling and profound master reckoning with the decisive
drivers of the US economy over the course of its history.
In partnership with the celebrated Economist journalist
and historian Adrian Wooldridge, he unfolds a tale
involving vast landscapes, titanic figures, triumphant
breakthroughs, enlightenment ideals as well as terrible
moral failings. Every crucial debate is here--from the role
of slavery in the antebellum Southern economy to the
real impact of FDR's New Deal to America's violent
mood swings in its openness to global trade and its
impact. But to read Capitalism in America is above all to
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be stirred deeply by the extraordinary productive
energies unleashed by millions of ordinary Americans
that have driven this country to unprecedented heights of
power and prosperity. At heart, the authors argue,
America's genius has been its unique tolerance for the
effects of creative destruction, the ceaseless churn of the
old giving way to the new, driven by new people and new
ideas. Often messy and painful, creative destruction has
also lifted almost all Americans to standards of living
unimaginable to even the wealthiest citizens of the world
a few generations past. A sense of justice and human
decency demands that those who bear the brunt of the
pain of change be protected, but America has always
accepted more pain for more gain, and its vaunted rise
cannot otherwise be understood, or its challenges faced,
without recognizing this legacy. For now, in our time,
productivity growth has stalled again, stirring up the
populist furies. There's no better moment to apply the
lessons of history to the most pressing question we face,
that of whether the United States will preserve its
preeminence, or see its leadership pass to other,
inevitably less democratic powers.
Reveals the ideal of a sustainable ecosocialist world in
Marx’s writings Karl Marx, author of what is perhaps the
world’s most resounding and significant critique of
bourgeois political economy, has frequently been
described as a “Promethean.” According to critics, Marx
held an inherent belief in the necessity of humans to
dominate the natural world, in order to end material want
and create a new world of fulfillment and abundance—a
world where nature is mastered, not by anarchic
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capitalism, but by a planned socialist economy.
Understandably, this perspective has come under sharp
attack, not only from mainstream environmentalists but
also from ecosocialists, many of whom reject Marx
outright. Kohei Saito’s Karl Marx’s Ecosocialism lays
waste to accusations of Marx’s ecological shortcomings.
Delving into Karl Marx’s central works, as well as his
natural scientific notebooks—published only recently and
still being translated—Saito also builds on the works of
scholars such as John Bellamy Foster and Paul Burkett,
to argue that Karl Marx actually saw the environmental
crisis embedded in capitalism. “It is not possible to
comprehend the full scope of [Marx’s] critique of political
economy,” Saito writes, “if one ignores its ecological
dimension.” Saito’s book is crucial today, as we face
unprecedented ecological catastrophes—crises that
cannot be adequately addressed without a sound
theoretical framework. Karl Marx’s Ecosocialism shows
us that Marx has given us more than we once thought,
that we can now come closer to finishing Marx’s critique,
and to building a sustainable ecosocialist world.
Activism on the Web examines the everyday tensions
that political activists face as they come to terms with the
increasingly commercialized nature of web technologies
and sheds light on an important, yet under-investigated,
dimension of the relationship between contemporary
forms of social protest and internet technologies.
Drawing on anthropological and ethnographic research
amongst three very different political groups in the UK,
Italy and Spain, the book argues that activists’ everyday
internet uses are largely defined by processes of
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negotiation with digital capitalism. These processes of
negotiation are giving rise to a series of collective
experiences, which are defined by the tension between
activists’ democratic needs on one side and the cultural
processes reinforced by digital capitalism on the other. In
looking at the encounter between activist cultures and
digital capitalism, the book focuses in particular on the
tension created by self-centered communication
processes and networked-individualism, by corporate
surveillance and data-mining, and by fast-capitalism and
the temporality of immediacy. Activism on the Web
suggests that if we want to understand how new
technologies are affecting political participation and
democratic processes, we should not focus on disruption
and novelty, but we should instead explore the complex
dialectics between digital discourses and digital
practices; between the technical and the social; between
the political economy of the web and its lived critique.
At a time when the human impact on the environment is
more devastating than ever, business initiatives frame
the quest to "green" capitalism as the key to humanity's
long-term survival. Indeed, even before the rise of the
environmental movement in the 1970s, businesses
sometimes had reasons to protect parts of nature, limit
their production of wastes, and support broader
environmental reforms. In the last thirty years, especially,
many businesses have worked hard to reduce their
direct and indirect environmental footprint. But are these
efforts exceptional, or can capitalism truly be
environmentally conscious? Green Capitalism? offers a
critical, historically informed perspective on building a
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more sustainable economy. Written by scholars of
business history and environmental history, the essays in
this volume consider the nature of capitalism through
historical overviews of twentieth-century businesses and
a wide range of focused case studies. Beginning early in
the century, contributors explore the response of
business leaders to environmental challenges in an era
long before the formation of the modern regulatory state.
Moving on to midcentury environmental initiatives,
scholars analyze failed business efforts to green
products and packaging—such as the infamous six-pack
ring—in the 1960s and 1970s. The last section contains
case studies of businesses that successfully managed
greening initiatives, from the first effort by an electric
utility to promote conservation, to the environmental
overhaul of a Swedish mining company, to the problem
of household waste in pre-1990 West Germany. Ranging
in geographic scope from Europe to the United States,
Green Capitalism? raises questions about capitalism in
different historical, sociocultural, and political contexts.
Contributors: Hartmut Berghoff, Ann-Kristin Bergquist,
Brian C. Black, William D. Bryan, Julie Cohn, Leif
Fredrickson, Hugh S. Gorman, Geoffrey Jones, David
Kinkela, Roman Köster, Joseph A. Pratt, Adam Rome,
Christine Meisner Rosen.
Believe in climate change. Or don't. It doesn't matter. But
you'd better understand this: the best route to rebuilding
our economy, our cities, and our job markets, as well as
assuring national security, is doing precisely what you
would do if you were scared to death about climate
change. Whether you're the head of a household or the
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CEO of a multinational corporation, embracing efficiency,
innovation, renewables, carbon markets, and new
technologies is the smartest decision you can make. It's
the most profitable, too. And, oh yes—you'll help save the
planet. In Climate Capitalism, L. Hunter Lovins, coauthor
of the bestselling Natural Capitalism, and the
sustainability expert Boyd Cohen prove that the future of
capitalism in a recession-riddled, carbon-constrained
world will be built on innovations that cutting-edge
leaders are bringing to the market today. These
companies are creating jobs and driving innovation.
Climate Capitalism delivers hundreds of indepth case
studies of international corporations, small businesses,
NGOs, and municipalities to prove that energy efficiency
and renewable resources are already driving prosperity.
While highlighting business opportunities across a range
of sectors—including energy, construction, transportation,
and agriculture technologies—Lovins and Cohen also
show why the ex–CIA director Jim Woolsey drives a
solar-powered plugin hybrid vehicle. His bumper sticker
says it all: "Osama bin Laden hates my car." Corporate
executives, entrepreneurs, environmentalists, and
concerned citizens alike will find profitable ideas within
these pages. In ten information-packed chapters,
Climate Capitalism gives tangible examples of early
adopters across the globe who see that the low-carbon
economy leads to increased profits and economic
growth. It offers a clear and concise road map to the new
energy economy and a cooler planet.
The global economy is dominated by a powerful set of
established and emerging capitalisms, from the longPage 29/33
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standing capitalist economies of the West to the rising
economies of the BRIC (Brazil, Russia, India and China)
countries. An understanding of capitalism is therefore
fundamental to understanding the modern world.
Capitalism: The Basics is an accessible introduction to a
variety of capitalisms and explores key topics such as:
the history of major capitalist economies; the central role
played by both states and markets in the global
economy; the impact of capitalism on wages, workers
and welfare; approaches to the analysis of capitalism,
and choices for capitalism’s future. Examining
capitalism from both above and below, featuring a range
of case studies from around the globe, and including a
comprehensive glossary, this book is the ideal
introduction for students studying capitalism.
The Earth has reached a tipping point. Runaway climate
change, the sixth great extinction of planetary life, the
acidification of the oceans--all point toward an era of
unprecedented turbulence in humanity’s relationship
within the web of life. But just what is that relationship,
and how do we make sense of this extraordinary
transition? Anthropocene or Capitalocene? offers
answers to these questions from a dynamic group of
leading critical scholars. They challenge the theory and
history offered by the most significant environmental
concept of our times: the Anthropocene. But are we
living in the Anthropocene, literally the "Age of Man”? Is
a different response more compelling, and better suited
to the strange--and often terrifying--times in which we
live? The contributors to this book diagnose the
problems of Anthropocene thinking and propose an
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alternative: the global crises of the twenty-first century
are rooted in the Capitalocene; not the Age of Man but
the Age of Capital. Anthropocene or Capitalocene?
offers a series of provocative essays on nature and
power, humanity, and capitalism. Including both wellestablished voices and younger scholars, the book
challenges the conventional practice of dividing historical
change and contemporary reality into "Nature” and
"Society,” demonstrating the possibilities offered by a
more nuanced and connective view of human
environment-making, joined at every step with and within
the biosphere. In distinct registers, the authors frame
their discussions within a politics of hope that signal the
possibilities for transcending capitalism, broadly
understood as a "world-ecology” that joins nature,
capital, and power as a historically evolving whole.
Contributors include Jason W. Moore, Eileen Crist,
Donna J. Haraway, Andreas Malm, Elmar Altvater,
Daniel Hartley, and Christian Parenti.
A post-capitalist manifesto for conservation Conservation
needs a revolution. This is the only way it can contribute
to the drastic transformations needed to come to a truly
sustainable model of development. The good news is
that conservation is ready for revolution. Heated debates
about the rise of the Anthropocene and the current ‘sixth
extinction’ crisis demonstrate an urgent need and desire
to move beyond mainstream approaches. Yet the
conservation community is deeply divided over where to
go from here. Some want to place ‘half earth’ into
protected areas. Others want to move away from parks
to focus on unexpected and ‘new’ natures. Many
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believe conservation requires full integration into
capitalist production processes. Building a razor-sharp
critique of current conservation proposals and their
contradictions, Büscher and Fletcher argue that the
Anthropocene challenge demands something bigger,
better and bolder. Something truly revolutionary. They
propose convivial conservation as the way forward. This
approach goes beyond protected areas and faith in
markets to incorporate the needs of humans and
nonhumans within integrated and just landscapes.
Theoretically astute and practically relevant, The
Conservation Revolution offers a manifesto for
conservation in the twenty-first century—a clarion call that
cannot be ignored.
What unites Google and Facebook, Apple and Microsoft,
Siemens and GE, Uber and Airbnb? Across a wide range
of sectors, these firms are transforming themselves into
platforms: businesses that provide the hardware and
software foundation for others to operate on. This
transformation signals a major shift in how capitalist firms
operate and how they interact with the rest of the
economy: the emergence of platform capitalism. This
book critically examines these new business forms,
tracing their genesis from the long downturn of the 1970s
to the boom and bust of the 1990s and the aftershocks
of the 2008 crisis. It shows how the fundamental
foundations of the economy are rapidly being carved up
among a small number of monopolistic platforms, and
how the platform introduces new tendencies within
capitalism that pose significant challenges to any vision
of a post-capitalist future. This book will be essential
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reading for anyone who wants to understand how the
most powerful tech companies of our time are
transforming the global economy."
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