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Discover the rich and complex history of the peoples of Africa, and the struggles and triumphs
of Black cultures and communities around the world. With profiles of key people, movements,
and events, The Black History Book brings together accounts of the most significant ideas and
milestones in Black history and culture. This vital and thought-provoking ebook presents a bold
and accessible overview of the history of the African continent and its peoples - from the
earliest human migrations to modern Black communities and the African diaspora. Powerful
images and innovative infographics bring to life the stories of the early kingdoms of Ancient
Egypt, Nubia, and Carthage; the powerful empires of the Medieval and Early Modern eras; and
the struggle against European colonizers. Black history and culture beyond the African
continent is also explored in detail - including the Atlantic Slave Trade; the quilombos (slave
resistance camps) of Brazil; the Harlem Renaissance and Jazz Age; the "Windrush" migration;
Civil Rights and Black feminist movements; and Black Lives Matter. Using the "Big Ideas"
series' trademark combination of authoritative, accessible text and bold graphics, The Black
History Book examines the achievements and struggles of Black communities across the world
up to the modern day, as well as the influence of Black cultures on art, literature, and music the
world over.
This New York Times bestseller "elegantly weaves evidence and insights . . . into a single,
accessible historical narrative" (Bill Gates) and presents a captivating history of the universe -from the Big Bang to dinosaurs to mass globalization and beyond. Most historians study the
smallest slivers of time, emphasizing specific dates, individuals, and documents. But what
would it look like to study the whole of history, from the big bang through the present day -- and
even into the remote future? How would looking at the full span of time change the way we
perceive the universe, the earth, and our very existence? These were the questions David
Christian set out to answer when he created the field of "Big History," the most exciting new
approach to understanding where we have been, where we are, and where we are going. In
Origin Story, Christian takes readers on a wild ride through the entire 13.8 billion years we've
come to know as "history." By focusing on defining events (thresholds), major trends, and
profound questions about our origins, Christian exposes the hidden threads that tie everything
together -- from the creation of the planet to the advent of agriculture, nuclear war, and
beyond. With stunning insights into the origin of the universe, the beginning of life, the
emergence of humans, and what the future might bring, Origin Story boldly reframes our place
in the cosmos.
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER When and how did the universe begin? Why are we
here? What is the nature of reality? Is the apparent “grand design” of our universe evidence of
a benevolent creator who set things in motion—or does science offer another explanation? In
this startling and lavishly illustrated book, Stephen Hawking and Leonard Mlodinow present the
most recent scientific thinking about these and other abiding mysteries of the universe, in
nontechnical language marked by brilliance and simplicity. According to quantum theory, the
cosmos does not have just a single existence or history. The authors explain that we ourselves
are the product of quantum fluctuations in the early universe, and show how quantum theory
predicts the “multiverse”—the idea that ours is just one of many universes that appeared
spontaneously out of nothing, each with different laws of nature. They conclude with a riveting
assessment of M-theory, an explanation of the laws governing our universe that is currently the
only viable candidate for a “theory of everything”: the unified theory that Einstein was looking
for, which, if confirmed, would represent the ultimate triumph of human reason.
This volume, BERKSHIRE ESSENTIALS Big History, places the history of humanity and the
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Earth in the largest of contexts, that of the universe. Big historys interdisciplinary approach
draws on archaeology, paleoanthropology, astronomy, and biology to raise questions about the
future of our species and its relationship to the biosphere. The articles included, a number of
them by big-history specialist David Christian, convey big historys span and scopefrom
cosmology, creation myths, and the Gaia theory (in which Earths living and nonliving
components exist in harmony), to ices ages, extinctions, and migrations, and to why many
geologists today believe the world entered a new geological epoch (the Anthropocene) at the
beginning of the Industrial Revolution, when human activity unwittingly became the single most
important force for change in the biosphere.
The author of The Professor and the Madman and The Perfectionists explores the notion of
property—our proprietary relationship with the land—through human history, how it has shaped
us and what it will mean for our future. Land—whether meadow or mountainside, desert or peat
bog, parkland or pasture, suburb or city—is central to our existence. It quite literally underlies
and underpins everything. Employing the keen intellect, insatiable curiosity, and narrative
verve that are the foundations of his previous bestselling works, Simon Winchester examines
what we human beings are doing—and have done—with the billions of acres that together make
up the solid surface of our planet. Land: How the Hunger for Ownership Shaped the Modern
World examines in depth how we acquire land, how we steward it, how and why we fight over
it, and finally, how we can, and on occasion do, come to share it. Ultimately, Winchester
confronts the essential question: who actually owns the world’s land—and why does it matter?
The essential, sweeping story of Juneteenth’s integral importance to American history, as told
by a Pulitzer Prize–winning historian and Texas native. Weaving together American history,
dramatic family chronicle, and searing episodes of memoir, Annette Gordon-Reed’s On
Juneteenth provides a historian’s view of the country’s long road to Juneteenth, recounting
both its origins in Texas and the enormous hardships that African-Americans have endured in
the century since, from Reconstruction through Jim Crow and beyond. All too aware of the
stories of cowboys, ranchers, and oilmen that have long dominated the lore of the Lone Star
State, Gordon-Reed—herself a Texas native and the descendant of enslaved people brought to
Texas as early as the 1820s—forges a new and profoundly truthful narrative of her home state,
with implications for us all. Combining personal anecdotes with poignant facts gleaned from the
annals of American history, Gordon-Reed shows how, from the earliest presence of Black
people in Texas to the day in Galveston on June 19, 1865, when Major General Gordon
Granger announced the end of legalized slavery in the state, African-Americans played an
integral role in the Texas story. Reworking the traditional “Alamo” framework, she powerfully
demonstrates, among other things, that the slave- and race-based economy not only defined
the fractious era of Texas independence but precipitated the Mexican-American War and,
indeed, the Civil War itself. In its concision, eloquence, and clear presentation of history, On
Juneteenth vitally revises conventional renderings of Texas and national history. As our nation
verges on recognizing June 19 as a national holiday, On Juneteenth is both an essential
account and a stark reminder that the fight for equality is exigent and ongoing.
This book introduces students to ethics in historiography through an exploration of how
historians in different times and places have explained how history ought to be written and how
those views relate to different understandings of ethics. No two histories are the same. The
book argues that this is a good thing because the differences between histories are largely a
matter of ethics. Looking to histories made across the world and from ancient times until today,
readers are introduced to a wide variety of approaches to the ethics of history, including wellknown ethical approaches, such as the virtue ethics of universal historians, and utilitarian
approaches to collective biography writing while also discovering new and emerging ideas in
the ethics of history. Through these approaches, readers are encouraged to challenge their
ideas about whether humans are separate from other living and non-living things and whether
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machines and animals can write histories. The book looks to the fundamental questions posed
about the nature of history making by Indigenous history makers and asks whether the ethics
at play in the global variety of histories might be better appreciated in professional codes of
conduct and approaches to research ethics management. Opening up the topic of ethics to
show how historians might have viewed ethics differently in the past, the book requires no
background in ethics or history theory and is open to all of those with an interest in how we
think about good histories.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • When did America give up on fairness? The author of
Fantasyland tells the epic history of how America decided that big business gets whatever it
wants, only the rich get richer, and nothing should ever change—and charts a way back to the
future. “The one book everyone must read as we figure out how to rebuild our
country.”—Walter Isaacson, author of Steve Jobs and Leonardo da Vinci During the twentieth
century, America managed to make its economic and social systems both more and more fair
and more and more prosperous. A huge, secure, and contented middle class emerged. All
boats rose together. But then the New Deal gave way to the Raw Deal. Beginning in the early
1970s, by means of a long war conceived of and executed by a confederacy of big business
CEOs, the superrich, and right-wing zealots, the rules and norms that made the American
middle class possible were undermined and dismantled. The clock was turned back on a
century of economic progress, making greed good, workers powerless, and the market allpowerful while weaponizing nostalgia, lifting up an oligarchy that served only its own interests,
and leaving the huge majority of Americans with dwindling economic prospects and hope. Why
and how did America take such a wrong turn? In this deeply researched and brilliantly woven
cultural, economic, and political chronicle, Kurt Andersen offers a fresh, provocative, and eyeopening history of America’s undoing, naming names, showing receipts, and unsparingly
assigning blame—to the radical right in economics and the law, the high priests of high finance,
a complacent and complicit Establishment, and liberal “useful idiots,” among whom he
includes himself. Only a writer with Andersen’s crackling energy, deep insight, and ability to
connect disparate dots and see complex systems with clarity could make such a book both
intellectually formidable and vastly entertaining. And only a writer of Andersen’s vision could
reckon with our current high-stakes inflection point, and show the way out of this man-made
disaster.
This Fleeting World is the smallest book of big history, telling the story of the universe and
history of humanity in less than one hundred pages. Prize-winning historian David Christian
covers it all in this compact, accessible, and inspiring guide to the history of everything, from
stars and empires to cities, the World Wide Web, capitalism, and globalization. David
Christian's approach to human history and big history is a call to action, based on a profound
and fresh understanding of our place in the universe. This book is essential reading for our
time. David Christian asks big questions. Will contemporary challenges will lead to the
emergence of a new global system capable of ecological, economic, and political stability? Or
is the accelerating pace of change a prelude to a sudden, sharp collapse that will drive many
parts of the world back to the productivity levels of the early agrarian era? He presents our
origin story and the history of women and men across the entire world, within the framework of
the universe explaining, for example, that the chemicals we are made of come from
supernovae. He tells the human story as a story of changes: changes in the ways we produce
and distribute food, move from place to place, organize ourselves into communities, explore
and populate our environment, and both create and respond to crises. He gives us maps of
time, history on different temporal-spatial scales, and even offers paths to locate evidence that
might challenge his big story. Big history leads to strategies for building a more sustainable
world, and Berkshire Publishing is proud to offer this new edition of a big history for our
common future. The 2018 edition has been expanded and updated for the general reader;
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there is also an earlier edition designed for use with AP World History and other courses,
which included a teachers' guide.

A New York Times Notable Book of 2014 We are doomed to repeat history if we
fail to learn from it, but how are we affected by the forces that are invisible to us?
What role does Neanderthal DNA play in our genetic makeup? How did the
theory of eugenics embraced by Nazi Germany first develop? How is trust
passed down in Africa, and silence inherited in Tasmania? How are private
companies like Ancestry.com uncovering, preserving and potentially editing the
past? In The Invisible History of the Human Race, Christine Kenneally reveals
that, remarkably, it is not only our biological history that is coded in our DNA, but
also our social history. She breaks down myths of determinism and draws on
cutting - edge research to explore how both historical artefacts and our DNA tell
us where we have come from and where we may be going.
Criticizes the way history is presented in current textbooks, and suggests a more
accurate approach to teaching American history.
A literary history of our most influential book of all time, by an Oxford scholar and
Anglican priest In our culture, the Bible is monolithic: It is a collection of books
that has been unchanged and unchallenged since the earliest days of the
Christian church. The idea of the Bible as "Holy Scripture," a non-negotiable
authority straight from God, has prevailed in Western society for some time. And
while it provides a firm foundation for centuries of Christian teaching, it denies the
depth, variety, and richness of this fascinating text. In A History of the Bible, John
Barton argues that the Bible is not a prescription to a complete, fixed religious
system, but rather a product of a long and intriguing process, which has inspired
Judaism and Christianity, but still does not describe the whole of either religion.
Barton shows how the Bible is indeed an important source of religious insight for
Jews and Christians alike, yet argues that it must be read in its historical
context--from its beginnings in myth and folklore to its many interpretations
throughout the centuries. It is a book full of narratives, laws, proverbs,
prophecies, poems, and letters, each with their own character and origin stories.
Barton explains how and by whom these disparate pieces were written, how they
were canonized (and which ones weren't), and how they were assembled,
disseminated, and interpreted around the world--and, importantly, to what effect.
Ultimately, A History of the Bible argues that a thorough understanding of the
history and context of its writing encourages religious communities to move away
from the Bible's literal wording--which is impossible to determine--and focus
instead on the broader meanings of scripture.
The Routledge Companion to Big History guides readers though the variety of
themes and concepts that structure contemporary scholarship in the field of big
history. The volume is divided into five parts, each representing current and
evolving areas of interest to the community, including big history’s relationship to
science, social science, the humanities, and the future, as well as teaching big
history and ‘little big histories’. Considering an ever-expanding range of
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theoretical, pedagogical and research topics, the book addresses such questions
as what is the relationship between big history and scientific research, how are
big historians working with philosophers and religious thinkers to help construct
‘meaning’, how are leading theoreticians making sense of big history and its
relationship to other creation narratives and paradigms, what is ‘little big history’,
and how does big history impact on thinking about the future? The book
highlights the place of big history in historiographical traditions and the ways in
which it can be used in education and public discourse across disciplines and at
all levels. A timely collection with contributions from leading proponents in the
field, it is the ideal guide for those wanting to engage with the theories and
concepts behind big history.
A New York Times bestseller! “Lively and absorbing. . ." — The New York Times
Book Review "Engrossing." —Wall Street Journal “Entertaining and wellresearched . . . ” —Houston Chronicle Three noted Texan writers combine forces
to tell the real story of the Alamo, dispelling the myths, exploring why they had
their day for so long, and explaining why the ugly fight about its meaning is now
coming to a head. Every nation needs its creation myth, and since Texas was a
nation before it was a state, it's no surprise that its myths bite deep. There's no
piece of history more important to Texans than the Battle of the Alamo, when
Davy Crockett and a band of rebels went down in a blaze of glory fighting for
independence from Mexico, losing the battle but setting Texas up to win the war.
However, that version of events, as Forget the Alamo definitively shows, owes
more to fantasy than reality. Just as the site of the Alamo was left in ruins for
decades, its story was forgotten and twisted over time, with the contributions of
Tejanos--Texans of Mexican origin, who fought alongside the Anglo
rebels--scrubbed from the record, and the origin of the conflict over Mexico's
push to abolish slavery papered over. Forget the Alamo provocatively explains
the true story of the battle against the backdrop of Texas's struggle for
independence, then shows how the sausage of myth got made in the Jim Crow
South of the late nineteenth and early twentieth century. As uncomfortable as it
may be to hear for some, celebrating the Alamo has long had an echo of
celebrating whiteness. In the past forty-some years, waves of revisionists have
come at this topic, and at times have made real progress toward a more nuanced
and inclusive story that doesn't alienate anyone. But we are not living in one of
those times; the fight over the Alamo's meaning has become more pitched than
ever in the past few years, even violent, as Texas's future begins to look more
and more different from its past. It's the perfect time for a wise and generousspirited book that shines the bright light of the truth into a place that's gotten
awfully dark.
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • Pulitzer Prize–winning author Jon
Meacham helps us understand the present moment in American politics and life
by looking back at critical times in our history when hope overcame division and
fear. ONE OF OPRAH’S “BOOKS THAT HELP ME THROUGH” • NAMED ONE
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OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY NPR • The Christian Science Monitor
• Southern Living Our current climate of partisan fury is not new, and in The Soul
of America Meacham shows us how what Abraham Lincoln called the “better
angels of our nature” have repeatedly won the day. Painting surprising portraits
of Lincoln and other presidents, including Ulysses S. Grant, Theodore Roosevelt,
Woodrow Wilson, Franklin D. Roosevelt, Harry S. Truman, Dwight Eisenhower,
and Lyndon B. Johnson, and illuminating the courage of such influential citizen
activists as Martin Luther King, Jr., early suffragettes Alice Paul and Carrie
Chapman Catt, civil rights pioneers Rosa Parks and John Lewis, First Lady
Eleanor Roosevelt, and Army-McCarthy hearings lawyer Joseph N. Welch,
Meacham brings vividly to life turning points in American history. He writes about
the Civil War, Reconstruction, and the birth of the Lost Cause; the backlash
against immigrants in the First World War and the resurgence of the Ku Klux Klan
in the 1920s; the fight for women’s rights; the demagoguery of Huey Long and
Father Coughlin and the isolationist work of America First in the years before
World War II; the anti-Communist witch-hunts led by Senator Joseph McCarthy;
and Lyndon Johnson’s crusade against Jim Crow. Each of these dramatic hours
in our national life have been shaped by the contest to lead the country to look
forward rather than back, to assert hope over fear—a struggle that continues even
now. While the American story has not always—or even often—been heroic, we
have been sustained by a belief in progress even in the gloomiest of times. In this
inspiring book, Meacham reassures us, “The good news is that we have come
through such darkness before”—as, time and again, Lincoln’s better angels have
found a way to prevail. Praise for The Soul of America “Brilliant, fascinating,
timely . . . With compelling narratives of past eras of strife and disenchantment,
Meacham offers wisdom for our own time.”—Walter Isaacson “Gripping and
inspiring, The Soul of America is Jon Meacham’s declaration of his faith in
America.”—Newsday “Meacham gives readers a long-term perspective on
American history and a reason to believe the soul of America is ultimately one of
kindness and caring, not rancor and paranoia.”—USA Today
Understand how and why we got where we are today with Big History. From the
formation of our universe to the present day, countless major events have
changed the course of life on Earth. Big History brings together an incredible
range of perspectives, using multiple disciplines including physics and sociology
to bring us the story of 13.8 billion years of remarkable history. With a foreword
by TED speaker Professor David Christian, Big History is a truly unique look at
the history of the world. Aligned with the online Big History Project, supported by
Bill Gates, Big History puts a wide-angle lens on history, and uses stunning visual
timelines and special CGI reconstructions to show you history's greatest events
like never before. Look back to our origins in the stars, and explore everything
from the birth of the sun to modern technology, and what the future holds for
humans. The perfect gift for everyone interested in every aspect of history, Big
History presents the history of the world as you've never seen it.
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An authoritative history of five millennia of Chinese history
Is DEATH the FINAL CHAPTER? In The Big Book of Reincarnation, Roy
Stemman attempts to answer one of the big questions of existence: Is death the
end? Or, is it the merely the end of a chapter in the book of existence? A selfdescribed "skeptical believer," Stemman uses his skills as a professional
journalist to perform an in-depth exploration of reincarnation. Using case studies,
anecdotes, and physical evidence from the best-documented cases from around
the world, Stemman shines a bright light on this subject, inviting readers to
decide for themselves on the basis of facts, rather than on the basis of hearsay,
speculation, and superstition. Stemman finds fascinating examples of evidence of
reincarnation in the nightmares of a Louisiana bayou boy, the past-life recall of a
renowned neurosurgeon, the research of a highly respected university professor,
and the unique system of governance in the mountains of Tibet, to name just a
few. He examines the lives of those affected by reincarnation, such as children
who can actually remember their previous lives. Instead of shying away from the
skeptics, Stemman evaluates their leading theories and compares them to the
findings that he has accumulated throughout his global research. The Big Book of
Reincarnation is thorough, well researched, engaging, and the most
comprehensive book ever published on this fascinating subject. Readers who
love Brian Weiss’s Many Lives, Many Masters and Only Love is Real will
appreciate the depth of study that the author brings to this work. Topics that have
long been scoffed by skeptics, past lives and reincarnation are enjoying a revival
of mainstream interest after prominent medical professionals and scientists have
added their personal experiences and research to a growing chorus of proof that
the afterlife is no myth for the weak minded. Neurosurgeon Dr. Eben Alexander’s
book, Proof of Heaven, is one such example. The truth is, a deeper exploration of
the human psyche and transpersonal psychology offers a frontier for the brightest
minds of our day. Other popular books that explore these and related topics
include: The Wheel of Life by Elisabeth Kübler-Ross Life After Death – The
Burden of Proof by Deepak Chopra Life After Life: The Bestselling Original
Investigation That Revealed "Near-Death Experiences" by Raymond Moody And
many others
Presents a new perspective for looking at history from the origins of the universe to
present day.
“At once a film book, a history book, and a civil rights book … without a doubt, not only
the very best film book … but it is also one of the best books of the year in any genre. An
absolutely essential read.” —Shondaland This unprecedented history of Black cinema
examines 100 years of Black movies—from Gone with the Wind to Blaxploitation films to
Black Panther—using the struggles and triumphs of the artists, and the films themselves,
as a prism to explore Black culture, civil rights, and racism in America. From the
acclaimed author of The Butler and Showdown. Beginning in 1915 with D. W. Griffith's
The Birth of a Nation—which glorified the Ku Klux Klan and became Hollywood's first
blockbuster—Wil Haygood gives us an incisive, fascinating, little-known history,
spanning more than a century, of Black artists in the film business, on-screen and
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behind the scenes. He makes clear the effects of changing social realities and events
on the business of making movies and on what was represented on the screen: from
Jim Crow and segregation to white flight and interracial relationships, from the
assassination of Malcolm X, to the O. J. Simpson trial, to the Black Lives Matter
movement. He considers the films themselves—including Imitation of Life, Gone with the
Wind, Porgy and Bess, the Blaxploitation films of the seventies, Do The Right Thing, 12
Years a Slave, and Black Panther. And he brings to new light the careers and
significance of a wide range of historic and contemporary figures: Hattie McDaniel,
Sidney Poitier, Berry Gordy, Alex Haley, Spike Lee, Billy Dee Willliams, Richard Pryor,
Halle Berry, Ava DuVernay, and Jordan Peele, among many others. An important,
timely book, Colorization gives us both an unprecedented history of Black cinema and a
groundbreaking perspective on racism in modern America.
Music Is History combines Questlove’s deep musical expertise with his curiosity about
history, examining America over the past fifty years. Focusing on the years 1971 to the
present, Questlove finds the hidden connections in the American tapes- try, whether
investigating how the blaxploitation era reshaped Black identity or considering the way
disco took an assembly-line approach to Black genius. And these critical inquiries are
complemented by his own memories as a music fan, and the way his appetite for pop
culture taught him about America. A history of the last half-century and an intimate
conversation with one of music’s most influential and original voices, Music Is History is
a singular look at contemporary America.
Instant #1 New York Times bestseller. "The Atlantic writer drafts a history of slavery in
this country unlike anything you’ve read before” (Entertainment Weekly). Beginning in
his hometown of New Orleans, Clint Smith leads the reader on an unforgettable tour of
monuments and landmarks—those that are honest about the past and those that are
not—that offer an intergenerational story of how slavery has been central in shaping our
nation’s collective history, and ourselves. It is the story of the Monticello Plantation in
Virginia, the estate where Thomas Jefferson wrote letters espousing the urgent need
for liberty while enslaving more than four hundred people. It is the story of the Whitney
Plantation, one of the only former plantations devoted to preserving the experience of
the enslaved people whose lives and work sustained it. It is the story of Angola, a
former plantation–turned–maximum-security prison in Louisiana that is filled with Black
men who work across the 18,000-acre land for virtually no pay. And it is the story of
Blandford Cemetery, the final resting place of tens of thousands of Confederate
soldiers. A deeply researched and transporting exploration of the legacy of slavery and
its imprint on centuries of American history, How the Word Is Passed illustrates how
some of our country’s most essential stories are hidden in plain view—whether in places
we might drive by on our way to work, holidays such as Juneteenth, or entire
neighborhoods like downtown Manhattan, where the brutal history of the trade in
enslaved men, women, and children has been deeply imprinted. Informed by
scholarship and brought to life by the story of people living today, Smith’s debut work
of nonfiction is a landmark of reflection and insight that offers a new understanding of
the hopeful role that memory and history can play in making sense of our country and
how it has come to be.
Are we deranged? The acclaimed Indian novelist Amitav Ghosh argues that future
generations may well think so. How else to explain our imaginative failure in the face of
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global warming? In his first major book of nonfiction since In an Antique Land, Ghosh
examines our inability—at the level of literature, history, and politics—to grasp the scale
and violence of climate change. The extreme nature of today’s climate events, Ghosh
asserts, make them peculiarly resistant to contemporary modes of thinking and
imagining. This is particularly true of serious literary fiction: hundred-year storms and
freakish tornadoes simply feel too improbable for the novel; they are automatically
consigned to other genres. In the writing of history, too, the climate crisis has
sometimes led to gross simplifications; Ghosh shows that the history of the carbon
economy is a tangled global story with many contradictory and counterintuitive
elements. Ghosh ends by suggesting that politics, much like literature, has become a
matter of personal moral reckoning rather than an arena of collective action. But to limit
fiction and politics to individual moral adventure comes at a great cost. The climate
crisis asks us to imagine other forms of human existence—a task to which fiction, Ghosh
argues, is the best suited of all cultural forms. His book serves as a great writer’s
summons to confront the most urgent task of our time.
One of Vox’s Most Important Books of the Decade New York Times Editors' Choice
2017 Forbes Top 10 Best Environment, Climate, and Conservation Book of 2017 As
new groundbreaking research suggests that climate change played a major role in the
most extreme catastrophes in the planet's history, award-winning science journalist
Peter Brannen takes us on a wild ride through the planet's five mass extinctions and, in
the process, offers us a glimpse of our increasingly dangerous future Our world has
ended five times: it has been broiled, frozen, poison-gassed, smothered, and pelted by
asteroids. In The Ends of the World, Peter Brannen dives into deep time, exploring
Earth’s past dead ends, and in the process, offers us a glimpse of our possible future.
Many scientists now believe that the climate shifts of the twenty-first century have
analogs in these five extinctions. Using the visible clues these devastations have left
behind in the fossil record, The Ends of the World takes us inside “scenes of the
crime,” from South Africa to the New York Palisades, to tell the story of each extinction.
Brannen examines the fossil record—which is rife with creatures like dragonflies the size
of sea gulls and guillotine-mouthed fish—and introduces us to the researchers on the
front lines who, using the forensic tools of modern science, are piecing together what
really happened at the crime scenes of the Earth’s biggest whodunits. Part road trip,
part history, and part cautionary tale, The Ends of the World takes us on a tour of the
ways that our planet has clawed itself back from the grave, and casts our future in a
completely new light.
A teenage Quaker joins the Union Army and experiences firsthand the brutality of the
Civil War in this singular graphic novel by a beloved comics artist and animator. During
the Civil War, many Quakers were caught between their fervent support of abolition, a
desire to preserve the Union, and their long-standing commitment to pacifism. When
Charles Cox, a young Quaker from Indiana, slips out early one morning to enlist in the
Union Army, he scandalizes his family and his community. Leaving behind the strict
ways of Quaker life, Cox is soon confronted with the savagery of battle, the cruelty of
the enemy (as well as of his fellow soldiers), and the overwhelming strangeness of the
world beyond his home. He clings to his faith and family through letters with his sister,
Fanny, who faces her own trials at home: betrayal, death, and a church that seems
ready to fracture under the stress of the war. Discipline is told largely through the letters
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exchanged between the Cox siblings—incorporating material from actual Quaker and
soldier journals of the era—and drawn in a style that combines modern graphic
storytelling with the Civil War–era battlefield illustrations of the likes of Thomas Nast
and Winslow Homer. The result is a powerful consideration of faith, justice, and
violence, and an American comics masterpiece.
"All disasters are in some sense man-made." Setting the annus horribilis of 2020 in
historical perspective, Niall Ferguson explains why we are getting worse, not better, at
handling disasters. Disasters are inherently hard to predict. Pandemics, like
earthquakes, wildfires, financial crises. and wars, are not normally distributed; there is
no cycle of history to help us anticipate the next catastrophe. But when disaster strikes,
we ought to be better prepared than the Romans were when Vesuvius erupted, or
medieval Italians when the Black Death struck. We have science on our side, after all.
Yet in 2020 the responses of many developed countries, including the United States, to
a new virus from China were badly bungled. Why? Why did only a few Asian countries
learn the right lessons from SARS and MERS? While populist leaders certainly
performed poorly in the face of the COVID-19 pandemic, Niall Ferguson argues that
more profound pathologies were at work--pathologies already visible in our responses
to earlier disasters. In books going back nearly twenty years, including Colossus, The
Great Degeneration, and The Square and the Tower, Ferguson has studied the foibles
of modern America, from imperial hubris to bureaucratic sclerosis and online
fragmentation. Drawing from multiple disciplines, including economics, cliodynamics,
and network science, Doom offers not just a history but a general theory of disasters,
showing why our ever more bureaucratic and complex systems are getting worse at
handling them. Doom is the lesson of history that this country--indeed the West as a
whole--urgently needs to learn, if we want to handle the next crisis better, and to avoid
the ultimate doom of irreversible decline.
Official U.S. edition with full color illustrations throughout. NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER Yuval Noah Harari, author of the critically-acclaimed New York Times
bestseller and international phenomenon Sapiens, returns with an equally original,
compelling, and provocative book, turning his focus toward humanity’s future, and our
quest to upgrade humans into gods. Over the past century humankind has managed to
do the impossible and rein in famine, plague, and war. This may seem hard to accept,
but, as Harari explains in his trademark style—thorough, yet riveting—famine, plague and
war have been transformed from incomprehensible and uncontrollable forces of nature
into manageable challenges. For the first time ever, more people die from eating too
much than from eating too little; more people die from old age than from infectious
diseases; and more people commit suicide than are killed by soldiers, terrorists and
criminals put together. The average American is a thousand times more likely to die
from binging at McDonalds than from being blown up by Al Qaeda. What then will
replace famine, plague, and war at the top of the human agenda? As the self-made
gods of planet earth, what destinies will we set ourselves, and which quests will we
undertake? Homo Deus explores the projects, dreams and nightmares that will shape
the twenty-first century—from overcoming death to creating artificial life. It asks the
fundamental questions: Where do we go from here? And how will we protect this fragile
world from our own destructive powers? This is the next stage of evolution. This is
Homo Deus. With the same insight and clarity that made Sapiens an international hit
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and a New York Times bestseller, Harari maps out our future.
Presents a controversial history of violence which argues that today's world is the most
peaceful time in human existence, drawing on psychological insights into intrinsic
values that are causing people to condemn violence as an acceptable measure.
Originally published in hardcover in 2016 by Simon & Schuster.
A panoramic global history of the nineteenth century A monumental history of the
nineteenth century, The Transformation of the World offers a panoramic and
multifaceted portrait of a world in transition. Jürgen Osterhammel, an eminent scholar
who has been called the Braudel of the nineteenth century, moves beyond conventional
Eurocentric and chronological accounts of the era, presenting instead a truly global
history of breathtaking scope and towering erudition. He examines the powerful and
complex forces that drove global change during the "long nineteenth century," taking
readers from New York to New Delhi, from the Latin American revolutions to the
Taiping Rebellion, from the perils and promise of Europe's transatlantic labor markets
to the hardships endured by nomadic, tribal peoples across the planet. Osterhammel
describes a world increasingly networked by the telegraph, the steamship, and the
railways. He explores the changing relationship between human beings and nature,
looks at the importance of cities, explains the role slavery and its abolition played in the
emergence of new nations, challenges the widely held belief that the nineteenth century
witnessed the triumph of the nation-state, and much more. This is the highly anticipated
English edition of the spectacularly successful and critically acclaimed German book,
which is also being translated into Chinese, Polish, Russian, and French. Indispensable
for any historian, The Transformation of the World sheds important new light on this
momentous epoch, showing how the nineteenth century paved the way for the global
catastrophes of the twentieth century, yet how it also gave rise to pacifism, liberalism,
the trade union, and a host of other crucial developments.
From the formation of the Universe to today, countless major events have changed the
course of life on Earth. Aligned with the online Big History Project supported by Bill
Gates, Big History puts a wide-angle lens on 13.8 billion years of remarkable history
and shows you how and why we got where we are today. With stunning visual timelines
and special CGI reconstructions, you can see history's greatest events. Look back to
our origins in the stars, explore everything from the birth of the Sun to modern
technology, and see what the future holds for humans. Weaving together multiple
disciplines including physics and sociology, and with a foreword by TED speaker
Professor David Christian, Big History is a truly unique look at the history of the world.
When we turn on the tap or twist open a tall plastic bottle, we probably don’t give a
second thought about where our drinking water comes from. But how it gets from the
ground to the glass is far more convoluted than we might think.In this revised edition of
Drinking Water, Duke University professor and environmental policy expert James
Salzman shows how drinking water highlights the most pressing issues of our time. He
adds eye-opening, contemporary examples about our relationship to and consumption
of water, and a new chapter about the atrocities that occurred in Flint, Michigan.
Provocative, insightful, and engaging, Drinking Water shows just how complex a simple
glass of water can be.
#1 New York Times Bestseller “THIS. This is the right book for right now. Yes, learning
requires focus. But, unlearning and relearning requires much more—it requires choosing
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courage over comfort. In Think Again, Adam Grant weaves together research and
storytelling to help us build the intellectual and emotional muscle we need to stay
curious enough about the world to actually change it. I’ve never felt so hopeful about
what I don’t know.” —Brené Brown, Ph.D., #1 New York Times bestselling author of
Dare to Lead The bestselling author of Give and Take and Originals examines the
critical art of rethinking: learning to question your opinions and open other people's
minds, which can position you for excellence at work and wisdom in life Intelligence is
usually seen as the ability to think and learn, but in a rapidly changing world, there's
another set of cognitive skills that might matter more: the ability to rethink and unlearn.
In our daily lives, too many of us favor the comfort of conviction over the discomfort of
doubt. We listen to opinions that make us feel good, instead of ideas that make us think
hard. We see disagreement as a threat to our egos, rather than an opportunity to learn.
We surround ourselves with people who agree with our conclusions, when we should
be gravitating toward those who challenge our thought process. The result is that our
beliefs get brittle long before our bones. We think too much like preachers defending
our sacred beliefs, prosecutors proving the other side wrong, and politicians
campaigning for approval--and too little like scientists searching for truth. Intelligence is
no cure, and it can even be a curse: being good at thinking can make us worse at
rethinking. The brighter we are, the blinder to our own limitations we can become.
Organizational psychologist Adam Grant is an expert on opening other people's
minds--and our own. As Wharton's top-rated professor and the bestselling author of
Originals and Give and Take, he makes it one of his guiding principles to argue like he's
right but listen like he's wrong. With bold ideas and rigorous evidence, he investigates
how we can embrace the joy of being wrong, bring nuance to charged conversations,
and build schools, workplaces, and communities of lifelong learners. You'll learn how
an international debate champion wins arguments, a Black musician persuades white
supremacists to abandon hate, a vaccine whisperer convinces concerned parents to
immunize their children, and Adam has coaxed Yankees fans to root for the Red Sox.
Think Again reveals that we don't have to believe everything we think or internalize
everything we feel. It's an invitation to let go of views that are no longer serving us well
and prize mental flexibility over foolish consistency. If knowledge is power, knowing
what we don't know is wisdom.
A New York Times-bestselling author explains how the physical world shaped the
history of our species When we talk about human history, we often focus on great
leaders, population forces, and decisive wars. But how has the earth itself determined
our destiny? Our planet wobbles, driving changes in climate that forced the transition
from nomadism to farming. Mountainous terrain led to the development of democracy in
Greece. Atmospheric circulation patterns later on shaped the progression of global
exploration, colonization, and trade. Even today, voting behavior in the south-east
United States ultimately follows the underlying pattern of 75 million-year-old sediments
from an ancient sea. Everywhere is the deep imprint of the planetary on the human.
From the cultivation of the first crops to the founding of modern states, Origins reveals
the breathtaking impact of the earth beneath our feet on the shape of our human
civilizations.
NEW YORK TIMES BEST SELLER • A TODAY SHOW #ReadWithJenna BOOK CLUB
PICK! An achingly beautiful work of historical fiction that moves between Germany on
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the eve of World War II and present-day Wisconsin, unspooling a thread of love,
longing, and the powerful bonds of family. Annelise is a dreamer: imagining her future
while working at her parents' popular bakery in Feldenheim, Germany, anticipating all
the delicious possibilities yet to come. There are rumors that anti-Jewish sentiment is
on the rise, but Annelise and her parents can't quite believe that it will affect them;
they're hardly religious at all. But as Annelise falls in love, marries, and gives birth to
her daughter, the dangers grow closer: a brick thrown through her window; a childhood
friend who cuts ties with her; customers refusing to patronize the bakery. Luckily
Annelise and her husband are given the chance to leave for America, but they must go
without her parents, whose future and safety are uncertain. Two generations later, in a
small Midwestern city, Annelise's granddaughter, Clare, is a young woman newly in
love. But when she stumbles upon a trove of her grandmother's letters from Germany,
she sees the history of her family's sacrifices in a new light, and suddenly she's faced
with an impossible choice: the past, or her future. A novel of dazzling emotional
richness that is based on letters from Lauren Fox's own family, Send for Me is a major
departure for this acclaimed author, an epic and intimate exploration of mothers and
daughters, duty and obligation, hope and forgiveness.
New York Times Bestseller In the most ambitious one-volume American history in
decades, award-winning historian and New Yorker writer Jill Lepore offers a magisterial
account of the origins and rise of a divided nation, an urgently needed reckoning with
the beauty and tragedy of American history. Written in elegiac prose, Lepore’s
groundbreaking investigation places truth itself—a devotion to facts, proof, and
evidence—at the center of the nation’s history. The American experiment rests on three
ideas—"these truths," Jefferson called them—political equality, natural rights, and the
sovereignty of the people. And it rests, too, on a fearless dedication to inquiry, Lepore
argues, because self-government depends on it. But has the nation, and democracy
itself, delivered on that promise? These Truths tells this uniquely American story,
beginning in 1492, asking whether the course of events over more than five centuries
has proven the nation’s truths, or belied them. To answer that question, Lepore traces
the intertwined histories of American politics, law, journalism, and technology, from the
colonial town meeting to the nineteenth-century party machine, from talk radio to twentyfirst-century Internet polls, from Magna Carta to the Patriot Act, from the printing press
to Facebook News. Along the way, Lepore’s sovereign chronicle is filled with arresting
sketches of both well-known and lesser-known Americans, from a parade of presidents
and a rogues’ gallery of political mischief makers to the intrepid leaders of protest
movements, including Frederick Douglass, the famed abolitionist orator; William
Jennings Bryan, the three-time presidential candidate and ultimately tragic populist;
Pauli Murray, the visionary civil rights strategist; and Phyllis Schlafly, the uncredited
architect of modern conservatism. Americans are descended from slaves and slave
owners, from conquerors and the conquered, from immigrants and from people who
have fought to end immigration. "A nation born in contradiction will fight forever over the
meaning of its history," Lepore writes, but engaging in that struggle by studying the past
is part of the work of citizenship. "The past is an inheritance, a gift and a burden,"
These Truths observes. "It can’t be shirked. There’s nothing for it but to get to know it."
The first comprehensive overview of the innovative new discipline of global history Until very
recently, historians have looked at the past with the tools of the nineteenth century. But
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globalization has fundamentally altered our ways of knowing, and it is no longer possible to
study nations in isolation or to understand world history as emanating from the West. This book
reveals why the discipline of global history has emerged as the most dynamic and innovative
field in history—one that takes the connectedness of the world as its point of departure, and that
poses a fundamental challenge to the premises and methods of history as we know it. What Is
Global History? provides a comprehensive overview of this exciting new approach to history.
The book addresses some of the biggest questions the discipline will face in the twenty-first
century: How does global history differ from other interpretations of world history? How do we
write a global history that is not Eurocentric yet does not fall into the trap of creating new
centrisms? How can historians compare different societies and establish compatibility across
space? What are the politics of global history? This in-depth and accessible book also explores
the limits of the new paradigm and even its dangers, the question of whom global history
should be written for, and much more. Written by a leading expert in the field, What Is Global
History? shows how, by understanding the world's past as an integrated whole, historians can
remap the terrain of their discipline for our globalized present.
Big HistoryExamines Our Past, Explains Our Present, Imagines Our FuturePenguin
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • OPRAH’S BOOK CLUB PICK • NATIONAL BOOK
AWARD LONGLIST • “An instant American classic and almost certainly the keynote nonfiction
book of the American century thus far.”—Dwight Garner, The New York Times The Pulitzer
Prize–winning, bestselling author of The Warmth of Other Suns examines the unspoken caste
system that has shaped America and shows how our lives today are still defined by a hierarchy
of human divisions. NAMED THE #1 NONFICTION BOOK OF THE YEAR BY TIME, ONE OF
THE TEN BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY People • The Washington Post • Publishers
Weekly AND ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The New York Times Book
Review • O: The Oprah Magazine • NPR • Bloomberg • Christian Science Monitor • New York
Post • The New York Public Library • Fortune • Smithsonian Magazine • Marie Claire • Town
& Country • Slate • Library Journal • Kirkus Reviews • LibraryReads • PopMatters Winner of
the Los Angeles Times Book Prize • National Book Critics Circle Award Finalist • Dayton
Literary Peace Prize Finalist • PEN/John Kenneth Galbraith Award for Nonfiction Finalist •
PEN/Jean Stein Book Award Longlist “As we go about our daily lives, caste is the wordless
usher in a darkened theater, flashlight cast down in the aisles, guiding us to our assigned seats
for a performance. The hierarchy of caste is not about feelings or morality. It is about
power—which groups have it and which do not.” In this brilliant book, Isabel Wilkerson gives us
a masterful portrait of an unseen phenomenon in America as she explores, through an
immersive, deeply researched narrative and stories about real people, how America today and
throughout its history has been shaped by a hidden caste system, a rigid hierarchy of human
rankings. Beyond race, class, or other factors, there is a powerful caste system that influences
people’s lives and behavior and the nation’s fate. Linking the caste systems of America, India,
and Nazi Germany, Wilkerson explores eight pillars that underlie caste systems across
civilizations, including divine will, bloodlines, stigma, and more. Using riveting stories about
people—including Martin Luther King, Jr., baseball’s Satchel Paige, a single father and his
toddler son, Wilkerson herself, and many others—she shows the ways that the insidious
undertow of caste is experienced every day. She documents how the Nazis studied the racial
systems in America to plan their out-cast of the Jews; she discusses why the cruel logic of
caste requires that there be a bottom rung for those in the middle to measure themselves
against; she writes about the surprising health costs of caste, in depression and life
expectancy, and the effects of this hierarchy on our culture and politics. Finally, she points
forward to ways America can move beyond the artificial and destructive separations of human
divisions, toward hope in our common humanity. Beautifully written, original, and revealing,
Caste: The Origins of Our Discontents is an eye-opening story of people and history, and a
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reexamination of what lies under the surface of ordinary lives and of American life today.
A Turing Award-winning computer scientist and statistician shows how understanding causality
has revolutionized science and will revolutionize artificial intelligence "Correlation is not
causation." This mantra, chanted by scientists for more than a century, has led to a virtual
prohibition on causal talk. Today, that taboo is dead. The causal revolution, instigated by
Judea Pearl and his colleagues, has cut through a century of confusion and established
causality -- the study of cause and effect -- on a firm scientific basis. His work explains how we
can know easy things, like whether it was rain or a sprinkler that made a sidewalk wet; and
how to answer hard questions, like whether a drug cured an illness. Pearl's work enables us to
know not just whether one thing causes another: it lets us explore the world that is and the
worlds that could have been. It shows us the essence of human thought and key to artificial
intelligence. Anyone who wants to understand either needs The Book of Why.
Featuring a foreword by the father of Big History, David Christian, and produced in association
with the Big History Institute, Big History provides a comprehensive understanding of the major
events that have changed the nature and course of life on the planet we call home. This first
fully integrated visual reference on Big History for general readers places humans in the
context of our universe, from the Big Bang to virtual reality. Why does the universe work the
way it does? Why are stars so big? Why are humans so small? What does it mean to be
human? Big History blends geology, biology, physics, anthropology, sociology, and so much
more to tell one coherent story, taking us right back to our origins and exploring how a unique
series of events led to and then impacted human existence: how everything came to be, where
we fit in, and even where we are going. Graphics, artworks, timelines, and at-a-glance
overviews make the causes and effects of pivotal events and major thresholds in Big History
instantly accessible, and evidence features explain how we know what we know. An additional
64-page reference section provides a more conventional account of events in human history.
Placing humans in the context of our universe and revealing how and why we got to where we
are today, Big History covers 13.8 billion years of history, from the formation of the universe
and the dawn of time to the present day.
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