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A Peoples Tragedy The Russian Revolution 1891
1924
This Very Short Introduction provides an analytical narrative of the main events and
developments in Soviet Russia between 1917 and 1936. It examines the impact of the
revolution on society as a whole—on different classes, ethnic groups, the army, men and
women, youth. Its central concern is to understand how one structure of domination
was replaced by another. The book registers the primacy of politics, but situates
political developments firmly in the context of massive economic, social, and cultural
change. Since the fall of Communism there has been much reflection on the
significance of the Russian Revolution. The book rejects the currently influential, liberal
interpretation of the revolution in favour of one that sees it as rooted in the
contradictions of a backward society which sought modernization and enlightenment
and ended in political tyranny. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject
area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
He highlights similarities and differences among the constitutional programs and
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ideologies, paying particular attention to the Kolchak government as the chief antiBolshevik force in the region.
Mr. Pipes writes trenchantly, and at times superbly....No single volume known to me
even begins to cater so adequately to those who want to discover what really happened
to Russia....Nor do I know any other book better designed to help Soviet citizens to
struggle out of the darkness." -- Ronald Hingley, The New York Times Book Review
Ground-breaking in its inclusiveness, enthralling in its narrative of a movement whose
purpose, in the words of Leon Trotsky, was "to overthrow the world," The Russian
Revolution draws conclusions that have already aroused great controversy in this
country-and that are certain to be explosive when the book is published in the Soviet
Union. Richard Pipes argues convincingly that the Russian Revolution was an
intellectual, rather than a class, uprising; that it was steeped in terror from its very
outset; and that it was not a revolution at all but a coup d'etat -- "the capture of
governmental power by a small minority."
"[This book] is a red flag to restore our historical consciousness about U.S.-Russian
relations, and how denying this consciousness is leading to a repetition of past
follies"--Amazon.com.
A riveting account of the last eighteen months of Tsar Nicholas II's life and reign from
one of the finest Russian historians writing today. In March 1917, Nicholas II, the last
Tsar of All the Russias, abdicated and the dynasty that had ruled an empire for three
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hundred years was forced from power by revolution. Now, on the hundredth
anniversary of that revolution, Robert Service, the eminent historian of Russia,
examines Nicholas's life and thought from the months before his momentous abdication
to his death, with his family, in Ekaterinburg in July 1918. The story has been told many
times, but Service's deep understanding of the period and his forensic examination of
previously untapped sources, including the Tsar's diaries and recorded conversations,
as well as the testimonies of the official inquiry, shed remarkable new light on his
troubled reign, also revealing the kind of Russia that Nicholas wanted to emerge from
the Great War. The Last of the Tsars is a masterful study of a man who was almost
entirely out of his depth, perhaps even willfully so. It is also a compelling account of the
social, economic and political ferment in Russia that followed the February Revolution,
the Bolshevik seizure of power in October 1917 and the beginnings of Lenin's Soviet
socialist republic.
AN ECONOMIST BEST BOOK OF THE YEAR From the author of the Pulitzer Prizewinning Gulag and the National Book Award finalist Iron Curtain, a revelatory history of
one of Stalin's greatest crimes—the consequences of which still resonate today In 1929
Stalin launched his policy of agricultural collectivization—in effect a second Russian
revolution—which forced millions of peasants off their land and onto collective farms.
The result was a catastrophic famine, the most lethal in European history. At least five
million people died between 1931 and 1933 in the USSR. But instead of sending relief
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the Soviet state made use of the catastrophe to rid itself of a political problem. In Red
Famine, Anne Applebaum argues that more than three million of those dead were
Ukrainians who perished not because they were accidental victims of a bad policy but
because the state deliberately set out to kill them. Applebaum proves what has long
been suspected: after a series of rebellions unsettled the province, Stalin set out to
destroy the Ukrainian peasantry. The state sealed the republic’s borders and seized all
available food. Starvation set in rapidly, and people ate anything: grass, tree bark,
dogs, corpses. In some cases, they killed one another for food. Devastating and
definitive, Red Famine captures the horror of ordinary people struggling to survive
extraordinary evil. Today, Russia, the successor to the Soviet Union, has placed
Ukrainian independence in its sights once more. Applebaum’s compulsively readable
narrative recalls one of the worst crimes of the twentieth century, and shows how it may
foreshadow a new threat to the political order in the twenty-first.
Renowned Pan-African and socialist theorist on the Bolshevik Revolution and its postcolonial legacy In his short life, Guyanese intellectual Walter Rodney emerged as one
of the foremost thinkers and activists of the anticolonial revolution, leading movements
in North America, Africa, and the Caribbean. Wherever he was, Rodney was a lightning
rod for working-class Black Power organizing. His deportation sparked Jamaica’s
Rodney Riots in 1968, and his scholarship trained a generation how to approach
politics on an international scale. In 1980, shortly after founding the Working People’s
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Alliance in Guyana, the thirty-eight-year-old Rodney was assassinated. Walter
Rodney’s Russian Revolution collects surviving texts from a series of lectures he
delivered at the University of Dar es Salaam, an intellectual hub of the independent
Third World. It had been his intention to work these into a book, a goal completed
posthumously with the editorial aid of Robin D.G. Kelley and Jesse Benjamin. Moving
across the historiography of the long Russian Revolution with clarity and insight,
Rodney transcends the ideological fault lines of the Cold War. Surveying a broad range
of subjects—the Narodniks, social democracy, the October Revolution, civil war, and the
challenges of Stalinism—Rodney articulates a distinct viewpoint from the Third World,
one that grounds revolutionary theory and history with the people in motion.
The authors examine the diverse ways that language and other symbols--including
flags and emblems, public rituals, songs, and codes of dress--were used to identify
competing sides and to create new meanings in Russia's political struggles of 1917. 32
illustrations.

A People's TragedyA History of the Russian RevolutionPenguin Books
Herb Nutterman, a long-time Trump Organization employee, unexpectedly
becomes President Trump's White House chief of staff and finds himself
entangled in Russian intrigue and leading the president's reelection campaign.
On the brink of the 100th anniversary of the Russian Revolution, read the most
vivid, moving, and comprehensive history of the events that changed the world It
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is history on an epic yet human scale. Vast in scope, exhaustive in original
research, written with passion, narrative skill, and human sympathy, A People's
Tragedy is a profound account of the Russian Revolution for a new generation.
Many consider the Russian Revolution to be the most significant event of the
twentieth century. Distinguished scholar Orlando Figes presents a panorama of
Russian society on the eve of that revolution, and then narrates the story of how
these social forces were violently erased. Within the broad stokes of war and
revolution are miniature histories of individuals, in which Figes follows the main
players' fortunes as they saw their hopes die and their world crash into ruins.
Unlike previous accounts that trace the origins of the revolution to overreaching
political forces and ideals, Figes argues that the failure of democracy in 1917 was
deeply rooted in Russian culture and social history and that what had started as a
people's revolution contained the seeds of its degeneration into violence and
dictatorship. A People's Tragedy is a masterful and original synthesis by a mature
scholar, presented in a compelling and accessibly human narrative.
The story of the love that ended an empire In this commanding book, Pulitzer
Prize–winning author Robert K. Massie sweeps readers back to the extraordinary
world of Imperial Russia to tell the story of the Romanovs’ lives: Nicholas’s
political naïveté, Alexandra’s obsession with the corrupt mystic Rasputin, and
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little Alexis’s brave struggle with hemophilia. Against a lavish backdrop of luxury
and intrigue, Massie unfolds a powerful drama of passion and history—the story of
a doomed empire and the death-marked royals who watched it crumble. BONUS:
This edition contains an excerpt from Robert K. Massie's Catherine the Great.
Praise for Nicholas and Alexandra “A larger-than-life drama.”—Saturday Review
“A moving, rich book . . . [This] revealing, densely documented account of the
last Romanovs focuses not on the great events . . . but on the royal family and
their evil nemesis. . . . The tale is so bizarre, no melodrama is equal to
it.”—Newsweek “A wonderfully rich tapestry, the colors fresh and clear, every
strand sewn in with a sure hand. Mr. Massie describes those strange and terrible
years with sympathy and understanding. . . . They come vividly before our
eyes.”—The New York Times “An all-too-human picture . . . Both Nicholas and
Alexandra with all their failings come truly alive, as does their almost storybook
romance.”—Newsday “A magnificent and intimate picture . . . Not only the main
characters but a whole era become alive and comprehensible.”—Harper’s
"The Soviet Tragedy is an essential coda to the literature of Soviet
studies...Insofar as [he] returns the power of ideology to its central place in Soviet
history, Malia has made an enormous contribution. He has written the history of a
utopian illusion and the tragic consequences it had for the people of the Soviet
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Union and the world." -- David Remnick, The New York Review of Books "In
Martin Malia, the Soviet Union had one of its most acute observers. With this
book, it may well have found the cornerstone of its history." -- Francois Furet,
author of Interpreting the French Revolution "The Soviet Tragedy offers the most
thorough scholarly analysis of the Communist phenomenon that we are likely to
get for a long while to come...Malia states that his narrative is intended 'to
substantiate the basic argument,' and this is certainly an argumentative book,
which drives its thesis home with hammer blows. On this breathtaking journey,
Malia is a witty and often brilliantly penetrating guide. He has much wisdom to
impart." -- The Times Literary Supplement "This is history at the high level, well
deployed factually, but particularly worthwhile in the philosophical and political
context -- at once a view and an overview." -- The Washington Post
A century ago, the three-hundred-year-old Romanov dynasty was toppled,
replaced first by an interim government and then by the world's first selfproclaimed socialist society. This was no narrative of ten earth-shaking days but
one of months and years of compounding strife, a struggle forpower by
competing ideologies and regions and classes and political parties and
ethnicities, all rushing to fill the vacuum left by the collapse of the tsarist regime,
brought down by the First World War, that massive exercise in state-driven
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violence. At the center of it all is the unlikely triumphof Lenin's Bolsheviks, first in
their ruthless seizure of power and then, by institutionalizing violence and terror,
their eventual victory over equally brutal but less effective opponents. For seven
years, through war, revolutionary upheaval, and civil strife, one Russia replaced
another; oldinstitutions and ways of life were wiped away or adapted to new
purposes. Laura Engelstein's monumental new history of the Russian Revolution
brings to life the events that sparked and then fueled the revolution as it spread
out across the vestiges of an entire empire - from St. Petersburg and Moscow
across the Steppes, the Caucuses, and Siberia, to the Pacific Rim.Russia in
Flames is a vivid account of a state in crisis so profound and transformative that it
not only shook the world but irrevocably altered it.
A remarkable piece of forgotten history- the never-before-told story of Americans
lured to Soviet Russia by the promise of jobs and better lives, only to meet tragic
ends In 1934, a photograph was taken of a baseball team. These two rows of
young men look like any group of American ballplayers, except perhaps for the
Russian lettering on their jerseys. The players have left their homeland and the
Great Depression in search of a better life in Stalinist Russia, but instead they will
meet tragic and, until now, forgotten fates. Within four years, most of them will be
arrested alongside untold numbers of other Americans. Some will be executed.
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Others will be sent to "corrective labor" camps where they will be worked to
death. This book is the story of lives-the forsaken who died and those who
survived. Based on groundbreaking research, The Forsaken is the story of
Americans whose dreams were shattered and lives lost in Stalinist Russia.
Provides a portrait of everyday Russian life during the repression of the Stalin
years, analyzing the regime's effect on people's personal lives as they struggled
to survive in the midst of the fear, mistrust, and betrayal.
Please note that the maps available in the print edition do not appear in the ebook.
From "the great storyteller of modern Russian historians," (Financial Times) the
definitive account of the forgotten war that shaped the modern age The Charge of the
Light Brigade, Florence Nightingale—these are the enduring icons of the Crimean War.
Less well-known is that this savage war (1853-1856) killed almost a million soldiers and
countless civilians; that it enmeshed four great empires—the British, French, Turkish,
and Russian—in a battle over religion as well as territory; that it fixed the fault lines
between Russia and the West; that it set in motion the conflicts that would dominate the
century to come. In this masterly history, Orlando Figes reconstructs the first full
conflagration of modernity, a global industrialized struggle fought with unusual ferocity
and incompetence. Drawing on untapped Russian and Ottoman as well as European
sources, Figes vividly depicts the world at war, from the palaces of St. Petersburg to the
holy sites of Jerusalem; from the young Tolstoy reporting in Sevastopol to Tsar Nicolas,
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haunted by dreams of religious salvation; from the ordinary soldiers and nurses on the
battlefields to the women and children in towns under siege.. Original, magisterial, alive
with voices of the time, The Crimean War is a historical tour de force whose depiction of
ethnic cleansing and the West's relations with the Muslim world resonates with
contemporary overtones. At once a rigorous, original study and a sweeping, panoramic
narrative, The Crimean War is the definitive account of the war that mapped the terrain
for today's world..
Longlisted for the 2018 Cundill Prize in HistoryThe Russian Revolution of 1917
transformed the face of the Russian empire, politically, economically, socially, and
culturally, and also profoundly affected the course of world history for the rest of the
twentieth century. Now, to mark the centenary of this epochal event, historian Steve
Smithpresents a panoramic account of the history of the Russian empire, from the last
years of the nineteenth century, through the First World War and the revolutions of
1917 and the establishment of the Bolshevik regime, to the end of the 1920s, when
Stalin simultaneously unleashed violentcollectivization of agriculture and crash
industrialization upon Russian society.Drawing on recent archivally-based scholarship,
Russia in Revolution pays particular attention to the varying impact of the Revolution on
the various groups that made up society: peasants, workers, non-Russian nationalities,
the army, women and the family, young people, and the Church.In doing so, it provides
a fresh way into the big, perennial questions about the Revolution and its
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consequences: why did the attempt by the tsarist government to implement political
reform after the 1905 Revolution fail; why did the First World War bring about the
collapse of the tsarist system;why did the attempt to create a democratic system after
the February Revolution of 1917 not get off the ground; why did the Bolsheviks succeed
in seizing and holding on to power; why did they come out victorious from a punishing
civil war; why did the New Economic Policy they introduced in 1921fail; and why did
Stalin come out on top in the power struggle inside the Bolshevik party after Lenin's
death in 1924.A final chapter then reflects on the larger significance of 1917 for the
history of the twentieth century - and, for all its terrible flaws, what the promise of the
Revolution might mean for us today.
For nearly a century the two most powerful nations on earth, Victorian Britain and
Tsarist Russia, fought a secret war in the lonely passes and deserts of Central Asia.
Those engaged in this shadowy struggle called it 'The Great Game', a phrase
immortalized by Kipling. When play first began the two rival empires lay nearly 2,000
miles apart. By the end, some Russian outposts were within 20 miles of India. This
classic book tells the story of the Great Game through the exploits of the young officers,
both British and Russian, who risked their lives playing it. Disguised as holy men or
native horse-traders, they mapped secret passes, gathered intelligence and sought the
allegiance of powerful khans. Some never returned. The violent repercussions of the
Great Game are still convulsing Central Asia today.
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Multi-award-winning author China Miéville captures the drama of the Russian
Revolution in this “engaging retelling of the events that rocked the foundations of the
twentieth century” (Village Voice) In February of 1917 Russia was a backwards,
autocratic monarchy, mired in an unpopular war; by October, after not one but two
revolutions, it had become the world’s first workers’ state, straining to be at the
vanguard of global revolution. How did this unimaginable transformation take place? In
a panoramic sweep, stretching from St. Petersburg and Moscow to the remotest
villages of a sprawling empire, Miéville uncovers the catastrophes, intrigues and
inspirations of 1917, in all their passion, drama and strangeness. Intervening in longstanding historical debates, but told with the reader new to the topic especially in mind,
here is a breathtaking story of humanity at its greatest and most desperate; of a turning
point for civilization that still resonates loudly today.
WINNER OF THE 2017 NATIONAL BOOK AWARD IN NONFICTION FINALIST FOR
THE NATIONAL BOOK CRITICS CIRCLE AWARDS WINNER OF THE NEW YORK
PUBLIC LIBRARY'S HELEN BERNSTEIN BOOK AWARD NAMED A BEST BOOK OF
2017 BY THE NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW, LOS ANGELES TIMES,
WASHINGTON POST, BOSTON GLOBE, SEATTLE TIMES, CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
MONITOR, NEWSWEEK, PASTE, and POP SUGAR The essential journalist and
bestselling biographer of Vladimir Putin reveals how, in the space of a generation,
Russia surrendered to a more virulent and invincible new strain of autocracy. AwardPage 13/26
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winning journalist Masha Gessen's understanding of the events and forces that have
wracked Russia in recent times is unparalleled. In The Future Is History, Gessen
follows the lives of four people born at what promised to be the dawn of democracy.
Each of them came of age with unprecedented expectations, some as the children and
grandchildren of the very architects of the new Russia, each with newfound aspirations
of their own--as entrepreneurs, activists, thinkers, and writers, sexual and social beings.
Gessen charts their paths against the machinations of the regime that would crush
them all, and against the war it waged on understanding itself, which ensured the
unobstructed reemergence of the old Soviet order in the form of today's terrifying and
seemingly unstoppable mafia state. Powerful and urgent, The Future Is History is a
cautionary tale for our time and for all time.
A Sunday Times bestseller | A New York Times Book Review Editors' Choice Named a
best book of the year by The Economist | Financial Times | New Statesman | The
Telegraph "[Putin's People] will surely now become the definitive account of the rise of
Putin and Putinism." —Anne Applebaum, The Atlantic "This riveting, immaculately
researched book is arguably the best single volume written about Putin, the people
around him and perhaps even about contemporary Russia itself in the past three
decades." —Peter Frankopan, Financial Times Interference in American elections. The
sponsorship of extremist politics in Europe. War in Ukraine. In recent years, Vladimir
Putin’s Russia has waged a concerted campaign to expand its influence and
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undermine Western institutions. But how and why did all this come about, and who has
orchestrated it? In Putin’s People, the investigative journalist and former Moscow
correspondent Catherine Belton reveals the untold story of how Vladimir Putin and the
small group of KGB men surrounding him rose to power and looted their country.
Delving deep into the workings of Putin’s Kremlin, Belton accesses key inside players
to reveal how Putin replaced the freewheeling tycoons of the Yeltsin era with a new
generation of loyal oligarchs, who in turn subverted Russia’s economy and legal
system and extended the Kremlin's reach into the United States and Europe. The result
is a chilling and revelatory exposé of the KGB’s revanche—a story that begins in the
murk of the Soviet collapse, when networks of operatives were able to siphon billions of
dollars out of state enterprises and move their spoils into the West. Putin and his allies
subsequently completed the agenda, reasserting Russian power while taking control of
the economy for themselves, suppressing independent voices, and launching covert
influence operations abroad. Ranging from Moscow and London to Switzerland and
Brooklyn’s Brighton Beach—and assembling a colorful cast of characters to
match—Putin’s People is the definitive account of how hopes for the new Russia went
astray, with stark consequences for its inhabitants and, increasingly, the world.
Many of the earliest books, particularly those dating back to the 1900s and before, are
now extremely scarce and increasingly expensive. We are republishing these classic
works in affordable, high quality, modern editions, using the original text and artwork.
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From the author of A People's Tragedy, an original reading of the Russian Revolution,
examining it not as a single event but as a hundred-year cycle of violence in pursuit of
utopian dreams In this elegant and incisive account, Orlando Figes offers an
illuminating new perspective on the Russian Revolution. While other historians have
focused their examinations on the cataclysmic years immediately before and after
1917, Figes shows how the revolution, while it changed in form and character,
nevertheless retained the same idealistic goals throughout, from its origins in the
famine crisis of 1891 until its end with the collapse of the communist Soviet regime in
1991. Figes traces three generational phases: Lenin and the Bolsheviks, who set the
pattern of destruction and renewal until their demise in the terror of the 1930s; the
Stalinist generation, promoted from the lower classes, who created the lasting
structures of the Soviet regime and consolidated its legitimacy through victory in war;
and the generation of 1956, shaped by the revelations of Stalin's crimes and committed
to "making the Revolution work" to remedy economic decline and mass disaffection.
Until the very end of the Soviet system, its leaders believed they were carrying out the
revolution Lenin had begun. With the authority and distinctive style that have marked
his magisterial histories, Figes delivers an accessible and paradigm-shifting
reconsideration of one of the defining events of the twentieth century.
At the turn of the century, the Russian economy was growing by about 10% annually
and its population had reached 150 million. By 1920 the country was in desperate
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financial straits and more than 20 million Russians had died. And by 1950, a third of the
globe had embraced communism. The triumph of Communism sets a profound puzzle.
How did the Bolsheviks win power and then cling to it amid the chaos they had
created? Traditional histories remain a captive to Marxist ideas about class struggle.
Analysing never before used files from the Tsarist military archives, McMeekin argues
that war is the answer. The revolutionaries were aided at nearly every step by
Germany, Sweden, and Switzerland who sought to benefit - politically and economically
- from the changes overtaking the country. To make sense of Russia's careening path
the essential question is not Lenin's "who, whom?", but who benefits?
History on a grand scale--an enchanting masterpiece that explores the making of one of
the world's most vibrant civilizations A People's Tragedy, wrote Eric Hobsbawm, did
"more to help us understand the Russian Revolution than any other book I know." Now,
in Natasha's Dance, internationally renowned historian Orlando Figes does the same
for Russian culture, summoning the myriad elements that formed a nation and held it
together. Beginning in the eighteenth century with the building of St. Petersburg--a
"window on the West"--and culminating with the challenges posed to Russian identity
by the Soviet regime, Figes examines how writers, artists, and musicians grappled with
the idea of Russia itself--its character, spiritual essence, and destiny. He skillfully
interweaves the great works--by Dostoevsky, Stravinsky, and Chagall--with folk
embroidery, peasant songs, religious icons, and all the customs of daily life, from food
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and drink to bathing habits to beliefs about the spirit world. Figes's characters range
high and low: the revered Tolstoy, who left his deathbed to search for the Kingdom of
God, as well as the serf girl Praskovya, who became Russian opera's first superstar
and shocked society by becoming her owner's wife. Like the European-schooled
countess Natasha performing an impromptu folk dance in Tolstoy's War and Peace, the
spirit of "Russianness" is revealed by Figes as rich and uplifting, complex and
contradictory--a powerful force that unified a vast country and proved more lasting than
any Russian ruler or state.
Of all the great movements of population to and from the United States, the least
heralded is the migration, in the depths of the Depression of the nineteen-thirties, of
thousands of men, women and children to Stalin's Russia. Where capitalism had failed
them, Communism promised dignity for the working man, racial equality, and honest
labour. What in fact awaited them, however, was the most monstrous betrayal. In a
remarkable piece of historical investigation that spans seven decades of political
change, Tim Tzouliadis follows these thousands from Pittsburgh and Detroit and Los
Angeles, as their numbers dwindle on their epic and terrible journey. Through official
records, memoirs, newspaper reports and interviews he searches the most closely
guarded archive in modern history to reconstruct their story - one of honesty, vitality
and idealism brought up against the brutal machinery of repression. His account
exposes the self-serving American diplomats who refused their countrymen sanctuary,
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it analyses international relations and economic causes but also finds space to retrieve
individual acts of kindness and self-sacrifice.
Russia under the old regime - The crisis of authority - Russia in revolution (February
1917-March 1918) - The civil war and the making of the Soviet system (1918-24); Lenin
- Marx - Stalin - Kerensky - Trotskysk_____________
Epic in scope, precise in detail, and heart-breaking in its human drama, Former People
is the first book to recount the history of the aristocracy caught up in the maelstrom of
the Bolshevik Revolution and the creation of Stalin's Russia. Filled with chilling tales of
looted palaces and burning estates, of desperate flights in the night from marauding
peasants and Red Army soldiers, of imprisonment, exile, and execution, it is the story of
how a centuries'-old elite, famous for its glittering wealth, its service to the Tsar and
Empire, and its promotion of the arts and culture, was dispossessed and destroyed
along with the rest of old Russia. Yet Former People is also a story of survival and
accommodation, of how many of the tsarist ruling class—so-called "former people" and
"class enemies"—overcame the psychological wounds inflicted by the loss of their world
and decades of repression as they struggled to find a place for themselves and their
families in the new, hostile order of the Soviet Union. Chronicling the fate of two great
aristocratic families—the Sheremetevs and the Golitsyns—it reveals how even in the
darkest depths of the terror, daily life went on. Told with sensitivity and nuance by
acclaimed historian Douglas Smith, Former People is the dramatic portrait of two of
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Russia's most powerful aristocratic families, and a sweeping account of their homeland
in violent transition.
The Russian Revolution had a decisive impact on the history of the twentieth century. In
the years following the collapse of the Soviet regime and the opening of its archives, it
has become possible to step back and see the full picture. Starting with an overview of
the roots of the revolution, Fitzpatrick takes the story from 1917, through Stalin's
'revolution from above', to the great purges of the 1930s. She tells a gripping story of a
Marxist revolution that was intended to transform the world, visited enormous suffering
on the Russian people, and, like the French Revolution before it, ended up by
devouring its own children. This updated edition contains a fully revised bibliography
and updated introduction to address the centenary, what does it all mean in retrospect.
“During the first two months of 1917 Russia was still a Romanov monarchy. Eight
months later the Bolsheviks stood at the helm. They were little known to anybody when
the year began, and their leaders were still under indictment for state treason when
they came to power. You will not find another such sharp turn in history especially if you
remember that it involves a nation of 150 million people. It is clear that the events of
1917, whatever you think of them, deserve study.” --Leon Trotsky, from History of the
Russian Revolution Regarded by many as among the most powerful works of history
ever written, this book offers an unparalleled account of one of the most pivotal and
hotly debated events in world history. This book reveals, from the perspective of one of
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its central actors, the Russian Revolution’s profoundly democratic, emancipatory
character. Originally published in three parts, Trotsky’s masterpiece is collected here in
a single volume. It serves as the most vital and inspiring record of the Russian
Revolution to date. “[T]he greatest history of an event that I know.” --C. L. R. James
“In Trotsky all passions were aroused, but his thought remained calm and his vision
clear.... His involvement in the struggle, far from blurring his sight, sharpens it.... The
History is his crowning work, both in scale and power and as the fullest expression of
his ideas on revolution. As an account of a revolution, given by one of its chief actors, it
stands unique in world literature.” --Isaac Deutscher
NOW A MAJOR MOTION PICTURE A riveting, brilliantly researched account of the
deadliest submarine disaster in history and its devastating human cost. On a quiet
Saturday morning in August 2000, two explosions--one so massive it was detected by
seismologists around the world--shot through the shallow Arctic waters of the Barents
Sea. Russia’s prized submarine, the Kursk, began her fatal plunge to the ocean floor.
Award-winning journalist Robert Moore presents a riveting, brilliantly researched
account of the deadliest submarine disaster in history. Journey down into the heart of
the Kursk to witness the last hours of the twenty-three young men who survived the
initial blasts. Visit the highly restricted Arctic submarine base to which Moore obtained
secret admission, where the families of the crew clamored for news of their loved ones.
Drawing on exclusive access to top Russian military figures and the Kursk's highly
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restricted Arctic submarine base, Moore tells the inside story of the Kursk disaster with
factual depth and the compelling moment-by-moment tension of a thriller.
Accessible to students, tourists and general readers alike, this book provides a broad overview
of Russian history since the ninth century. Paul Bushkovitch emphasizes the enormous
changes in the understanding of Russian history resulting from the end of the Soviet Union in
1991. Since then, new material has come to light on the history of the Soviet era, providing
new conceptions of Russia's pre-revolutionary past. The book traces not only the political
history of Russia, but also developments in its literature, art and science. Bushkovitch
describes well-known cultural figures, such as Chekhov, Tolstoy and Mendeleev, in their
institutional and historical contexts. Though the 1917 revolution, the resulting Soviet system
and the Cold War were a crucial part of Russian and world history, Bushkovitch presents
earlier developments as more than just a prelude to Bolshevik power.
With precision and sensitivity, the human story of what the Russian revolution meant to
ordinary people is told through the experiences, thoughts, and feelings of the people as
expressed in their own words.
Vast in scope, based on exhaustive original research, and written with passion, narrative skill
and human sympathy, this book offers an account of the Russian Revolution for a new
generation.
On the 100th anniversary of the Russian Revolution, the epic story of an enormous apartment
building where Communist true believers lived before their destruction The House of
Government is unlike any other book about the Russian Revolution and the Soviet experiment.
Written in the tradition of Tolstoy's War and Peace, Grossman’s Life and Fate, and
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Solzhenitsyn’s The Gulag Archipelago, Yuri Slezkine’s gripping narrative tells the true story of
the residents of an enormous Moscow apartment building where top Communist officials and
their families lived before they were destroyed in Stalin’s purges. A vivid account of the
personal and public lives of Bolshevik true believers, the book begins with their conversion to
Communism and ends with their children’s loss of faith and the fall of the Soviet Union.
Completed in 1931, the House of Government, later known as the House on the Embankment,
was located across the Moscow River from the Kremlin. The largest residential building in
Europe, it combined 505 furnished apartments with public spaces that included everything from
a movie theater and a library to a tennis court and a shooting range. Slezkine tells the chilling
story of how the building’s residents lived in their apartments and ruled the Soviet state until
some eight hundred of them were evicted from the House and led, one by one, to prison or
their deaths. Drawing on letters, diaries, and interviews, and featuring hundreds of rare
photographs, The House of Government weaves together biography, literary criticism,
architectural history, and fascinating new theories of revolutions, millennial prophecies, and
reigns of terror. The result is an unforgettable human saga of a building that, like the Soviet
Union itself, became a haunted house, forever disturbed by the ghosts of the disappeared.
Unrivalled in scope and brimming with human drama, A People’s Tragedy is the most vivid,
moving and comprehensive history of the Russian Revolution available today. ‘A modern
masterpiece’ Andrew Marr ‘The most moving account of the Russian Revolution since Doctor
Zhivago’ Independent Opening with a panorama of Russian society, from the cloistered world
of the Tsar to the brutal life of the peasants, A People’s Tragedy follows workers, soldiers,
intellectuals and villagers as their world is consumed by revolution and then degenerates into
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violence and dictatorship. Drawing on vast original research, Figes conveys above all the
shocking experience of the revolution for those who lived it, while providing the clearest and
most cogent account of how and why it unfolded. Illustrated with over 100 photographs and
now including a new introduction that reflects on the revolution’s centennial legacy, A
People’s Tragedy is a masterful and definitive record of one of the most important events in
modern history.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • A symphonic oral history about the disintegration of the
Soviet Union and the emergence of a new Russia, from Svetlana Alexievich, winner of the
Nobel Prize in Literature NAMED ONE OF THE TEN BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY THE
WASHINGTON POST AND PUBLISHERS WEEKLY • LOS ANGELES TIMES BOOK PRIZE
WINNER NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The New York Times • The
Washington Post • The Boston Globe • The Wall Street Journal • NPR • Financial Times •
Kirkus Reviews When the Swedish Academy awarded Svetlana Alexievich the Nobel Prize, it
cited her for inventing “a new kind of literary genre,” describing her work as “a history of
emotions—a history of the soul.” Alexievich’s distinctive documentary style, combining
extended individual monologues with a collage of voices, records the stories of ordinary
women and men who are rarely given the opportunity to speak, whose experiences are often
lost in the official histories of the nation. In Secondhand Time, Alexievich chronicles the demise
of communism. Everyday Russian citizens recount the past thirty years, showing us what life
was like during the fall of the Soviet Union and what it’s like to live in the new Russia left in its
wake. Through interviews spanning 1991 to 2012, Alexievich takes us behind the propaganda
and contrived media accounts, giving us a panoramic portrait of contemporary Russia and
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Russians who still carry memories of oppression, terror, famine, massacres—but also of pride in
their country, hope for the future, and a belief that everyone was working and fighting together
to bring about a utopia. Here is an account of life in the aftermath of an idea so powerful it once
dominated a third of the world. A magnificent tapestry of the sorrows and triumphs of the
human spirit woven by a master, Secondhand Time tells the stories that together make up the
true history of a nation. “Through the voices of those who confided in her,” The Nation writes,
“Alexievich tells us about human nature, about our dreams, our choices, about good and
evil—in a word, about ourselves.” Praise for Svetlana Alexievich and Secondhand Time “The
nonfiction volume that has done the most to deepen the emotional understanding of Russia
during and after the collapse of the Soviet Union of late is Svetlana Alexievich’s oral history
Secondhand Time.”—David Remnick, The New Yorker
Unrivalled in scope and brimming with human drama, A People's Tragedy is the most vivid,
moving and comprehensive history of the Russian Revolution available today. 'A modern
masterpiece' Andrew Marr 'The most moving account of the Russian Revolution since Doctor
Zhivago' Independent Opening with a panorama of Russian society, from the cloistered world
of the Tsar to the brutal life of the peasants, A People's Tragedy follows workers, soldiers,
intellectuals and villagers as their world is consumed by revolution and then degenerates into
violence and dictatorship. Drawing on vast original research, Figes conveys above all the
shocking experience of the revolution for those who lived it, while providing the clearest and
most cogent account of how and why it unfolded. Illustrated with over 100 photographs and
now including a new introduction that reflects on the revolution's centennial legacy, A People's
Tragedy is a masterful and definitive record of one of the most important events in modern
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history.
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